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Reformation 500 Mayfest
Sunday, May 21st 12:30
Pitch-In Picnic
(main dishes will be provided)

In Heritage Hall/Patio
Reform your spirit, renew your mind, and prepare your heart
for celebration!

Reformation 500 Mayfest – Responding to the Call to
Reformation Today
After late worship on Sunday, May 21, we’ll gather for a picnic pitch-in (main dishes will be provided). We’ll be
in Heritage Hall, with overflow into the west patio, weather permitting. Plus: Door Prizes!
This event marks both our second Reformation 500 (R500) fellowship event and the beginning of the Clergy
Renewal Program (which is fully funded by Lilly Endowment). The theme of the renewal program is
“Consulting the Genius of the Place (Genius Loci)” and will involve both pastor and congregation in activities

that seek to study, to listen, to search scripture, and to seek more fully ways to honor the sacredness of our
place so that it may flourish.
With this in mind, we invite members and friends to reflect upon the blessedness of and the blessings that
flow from our holy places—St. Thomas Church and Bloomington, Indiana primarily. “Hot Dish Heaven,” our
first R500 fellowship event in January, was about remembering our reforming roots in the past. “Mayfest” is
focused on the continuing call to be a reforming church in the present (with an emphasis on “The Genius of
the Place”). We hope that our considerations in May will prepare us to look towards the future—the
reformation yet to come—at our “Oktoberfest” R500 event on October 1st.
Here’s what we would like each member to do as we prepare for our Reformation 500 Mayfest celebration:
1) Put the date on your calendar (Sunday, May 21, 12:30 p.m.) and plan to join in.
2) Meditate upon the places, spaces, or aspects of creation that are especially holy for you at St.
Thomas and in Bloomington (or where you reside locally). Write a few words about what is sacred for you and
how it speaks to you on a post-it note (available in the narthex). Then place the note on the east wall of the
narthex.
3) Consider prayerfully what foods of the Bloomington area are favorites—seasonally, spiritually, or
otherwise. And bring one or two to the pitch-in (preferably appetizers, salads, or desserts).
4) Place a handful of soil from your holy place (or nearby) in the wagon in the narthex. This will be
mixed together and spread in the Scatter Garden and the Biblical Herb Garden at the center of the St.
Thomas Community Garden.
5) Reform your spirit, renew your mind, and prepare your heart for celebration!

Spring Choral Concert

St. Thomas Adult Choir
May 7, 2017
4:00 pm
Sanctuary, St. Thomas Lutheran Church

Extending Easter Renewal in Our Place
The Council and I want members to be fully informed about the upcoming time of renewal for me and for the
congregation.
The theme of the renewal program is “Genius Loci” (Consulting the Genius of the Place). In his “Moral Essays”
Alexander Pope (18th century) advises that we “consult the genius of the place” and suggests that beauties not
be forced into it, but result from it. Wes Jackson (author, founder of the Land Institute and of the “sustainable
agriculture” movement) speaks of one’s place as “a canvas of sorts, a space where we can be participants in
the Creation.” God’s good creation suffers because we fail to consult the genius of our places. This renewal
program is intended to assist us in studying, listening, searching scripture, and consulting more fully the genius
of our place and others in order to expand and deepen our care for creation.
My personal statement in the application is about hope. In it I quote a portion of a poem by Wendell Berry,
which offers a poignant summary of my motivations, intentions, and expectations for this program. It is about
hope, rooted in a place and connected intimately to faith and to all other places.”
It is hard to have hope. It is harder as you grow old,
Because we have not made our lives to fit
Our places, the forests are ruined, the fields eroded,
The streams polluted, the mountains overturned. Hope
Then to belong to your place by your own knowledge
Of what it is that no other place is, and by
Your caring for it as you care for no other place, this
Place that you belong to though it is not yours,
For it was from the beginning and will be to the end
Listen privately, silently to the voices that rise up
From the pages of books and from your own heart.
Be still and listen to the voices that belong
To the streambanks and the trees and the open fields.
There are songs and sayings that belong to this place,
By which it speaks for itself and no other.
Found your hope, then, on the ground under your feet.
Your hope of Heaven, let it rest on the ground
Underfoot. Be it lighted by the light that falls
Freely upon it after the darkness of the nights
And the darkness of our ignorance and madness.
Let it be lighted also by the light that is within you,
Which is the light of imagination. By it you see
The likeness of people in other places to yourself
In your place. It lights invariably the need for care
Toward other people, other creatures, in other places
As you would ask them for care toward your place and you.
(A Poem about Hope and Place, from his book, Leavings)
As reflected in these words, the renewal program is about immersion in holy listening to God’s creation and
nurturing hope. I will focus on four places that are very different from Bloomington—the desert of the

southwest, the temperate rainforests of the northwest, subarctic Alaska, and tropical Hawaii—all places
where permaculture and ecological principles are being applied successfully. The leave time is from the last
Sunday of May through the last Sunday of September.
The congregation will also reflect about our place. You’ll hear more about that as things develop.
Thank you all for this opportunity! And thanks to Lilly Endowment! May God grant us wisdom as we seek the
genius of our place.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Lyle
P.S. Copies of the “2017 Sabbatical” brochure, which is intended to answer any questions, are available on the
Welcome Table.

Worship and Pastoral Care This Summer
We are working with several pastors and others who will provide pastoral care and lead worship during the
Clergy Renewal Program.
Rev. Ellen Mills, who was a member of St. Thomas when she decided to enter seminary many years ago, has
returned to Bloomington. She will be the primary person providing pastoral care. You may contact her at 320987-6273, ellenamills@gmail.com, or by calling the church office. If Ellen is not available, Rev. Don Jones, a
retired Episcopal priest, has offered to provide care.
Sunday worship will be led by these two, plus Deacon Jeff Schacht, Doug Bauder, and Dawn Bakken. We offer
a special word of thanks to all five of these fine folks.

St. Thomas Mission Endowment Fund Call for Proposals
The Mission Endowment Fund provides funding for special projects at St. Thomas Lutheran Church, local
outreach, and missions beyond the local community. Distributions from the endowment are made quarterly
and are for programs or projects not already supported by the congregation’s budget. Any member of St.
Thomas may submit a proposal by completing the paper or electronic forms available from the church office.
If you have a project in need of funding, please submit an application by one of the quarterly deadlines: before
the first day of February, May, and August, and November. If you have questions, please contact the office or
David Daleke, Chair of the Mission Endowment Fund Committee.

Fiber Arts Group
Looking for ways to expand your creative horizons this summer? Want a quick hobby to take along with you
on your summer trip? Look no further! Join us for Fiber Arts Group each month to learn, share, and work on
projects you may have or wish to have. This month we plan to meet Saturday, May 13th and 27th from 10 am
- 12 pm. We hope to have the Local Lace Guild demonstrate and show us a few tips on one of these days. Keep
your eyes out for details in Weekly Announcements. Contact: Leah Iversen (812)320-2017.

Let's come together for Bread for the World
Bread for the World, a faith-based, non-partisan hunger relief advocacy agency with a plan to end hunger by
the year 2030, is getting ready to kick off its annual Offering of Letters! Bread for the World’s annual Offering
of Letters campaign engages churches, campuses, and other faith communities in writing letters to Congress.
This is legislation that can make a real difference to people struggling with hunger and poverty. People come
together to write letters as a group and present them as an offering to God before mailing them to Congress.
Hundreds of Offerings of Letters are held each year, resulting in tens of thousands of letters to Congress.
In Indiana alone, we know of at least 40 congregations statewide that are looking to participate in this year’s
Offering of Letters. Supported with prayer, these letters are a bold witness to God’s justice and mercy. They
have, and continue to have, a significant impact on the decisions made in Congress.
On Saturday, May 20th at 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall, First United Church of Christ invites you (the
greater Bloomington faith community) to a FREE Offering of Letters luncheon. Guest Speaker, Dave Miner, a
member of the Bread for the World Board of Directors in Indianapolis, will share stories of how Bread for the
World has advocated for massive change in the area of hunger advocacy in the past, and will teach us how to
engage in an effective letter-writing campaign. After letters are written and collected, they will be blessed in
service at First United Church on Sunday, May 21st and delivered in person to our Congressman and Senators
in June, in conjunction with National Lobby Day.
In order to plan for food, it would be helpful if you could please RSVP via the Facebook event on the First
United Church of Christ Facebook page, under the Events tab OR e-mail Leah Mullins
at leah.mullins2014@gmail.com to let her know you are planning to attend. Hope to see you there!

Calling all gardeners… Spring is officially here and summer won’t be far
behind. Mark your calendars for the ECHO plant sale on May 14 and 21, then head out to your
garden. Is catmint encroaching on your columbine? Are rose campion “volunteers” taking over
your garden bed? Are you starting a flat of marigolds and have some to spare? The ECHO plant
sale would love to have starts and extras of perennials, annuals, herbs, vegetables, and houseplants. Or maybe
there’s a bare spot in your garden that could be filled with ECHO plants. And don’t forget—May 14 is Mother’s
Day! All proceeds go to support ECHO (Ecumenical Concerns for Hunger Organization) and its mission of
combating world hunger through agricultural innovation and education.

STLC Prayer Garden
The time has come again this year to work in the Prayer Garden. We will have at least two joint work days,
the first on Saturday, May 6th from 10 am - 12 pm. Otherwise, check the sign-up board in the Narthex for
ways to help keep this venerable space welcoming and open for all to find comfort. For more information on
what the Prayer Garden is and how it all began, check out the pamphlets in the Narthex entry. Contact: Leah
Iversen (812)320-2017

Easter was a great success!
Youth sang in the choir and served in worship services. Youth cooked, served, and cleaned up from Easter
breakfast. Youth led the fundraising for the 2018 ELCA Gathering in Houston, Texas, and in doing so raised
$950 in less than two hours! What an exciting time to be at St. Thomas, where youth are such an integral and
equal part of the church body.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Braelyn Dimick, Audrey Knipstein, Arno Risner, Melody Smith, and Molly
Wyatt, who completed the First Communion Classes! We’re thankful to celebrate Eucharist with
you! You are an important part of the body of Christ!

Congratulations to our 2017 Graduate!
Nicholas May is graduating from Bloomington High School North. He has been accepted at the University of
Wyoming, where he plans to study Anthropology beginning in the fall of 2018. Nick is taking a “gap” year to
follow his interest in car repair and restoration, working at a local paint and body shop.

Thanks to our 2016-2017 Sunday School Teachers, Substitutes,
and Committee Members!
This month we’ll end another year of faith formation at St. Thomas. Our Sunday School classes engaged in all
sorts of fun, creative, playful, and engaging lessons. We are so thankful for our wonderful teachers, willing
substitutes, and thoughtful committee members. It’s a true joy to see young hearts and minds being touched
and encouraged by the love of Jesus.
Sunday School Coordinator: Stephanie Hulett
Faith Forté: Leah Iversen, Debbie Witt
Godly Play: Debbie Nixon, Sharon Fawbush, Tish Llewellyn
Grades 1-3: Cindy Ohslund, Misty White, Sacha Arterberry

Grades 4-6:
Confirmation
High School:
Substitutes:

Dana Barron, Christiana Redman, Ronna Papesh
(7-8): Pastor Colleen Montgomery, Pastor Lyle McKee
Peter Iversen
Gretchen Moehlmann, Mary Thomason-Smith

News from the St. Thomas
Community Garden
• The Community Garden Blessing that took place on
Earth Sunday, April 23, was a blessing indeed! God's children of
all ages gathered beneath a sunny sky on the bright cedarmulched labyrinth paths, surrounded by blossoms
and bluebirds as we dedicated this lively space. Visit the
garden often and enjoy its many iterations as the season
•
•

•

matures.
We are fully subscribed! Every bed has been spoken for and we are off to a great growing season.
Almost all of our 8 young fruit trees have been adopted for the summer, guaranteeing that they will
get the water they need to thrive in these early years. If you want to help, contact Sonja at 812/3327561.
Seed-Saving 2.0 Workshop Saturday, May 20 from 10-noon in the Conference Room. Join us for
this advanced seed-saving class from local practitioner, Roger Hartwell. Learn how to take your harvest
to the next level with specifics on saving seeds from common plants that take two years to "go to
seed." If you missed 1.0, no worries. There will be review. There is no charge for this event, but
registration is required. Please contact Paula at communityseeds474@gmail.com for information and
to register.

Summer Worship Schedule
Begins on
May 28th
With worship at
8:30 & 10:15 am

News from Church Women United
The backpack ministry was a great success! Thanks to all who donated items or money, we were able to
completely fill 4 backpacks, and also had many additional objects to contribute to the Department of Child
Services for future use. DCS was very appreciative for the donations. There is always a need for helping foster
children, so this may become an ongoing special mission for St. Thomas. Contributions will not be turned
away.
Church Women United is celebrating “May Friendship Day” on Friday, May 5th at the Bell Trace meeting hall.
There will be a program beginning at 11:30 am, followed by a luncheon. There is a $5.00 charge for lunch,
payable at the door. However, an RSVP is requested before that date to plan the lunch. Call Carol Peterman
at 812-323-7823, or let Gail Seegert (812-332-2285) know if you plan to attend.

SAVE THE DATE:
Country Western Hog Roast and Beer Gardenfest!
Benefit for our local Society of St. Vincent de Paul on the grounds of St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church
Friday, June 16th, 2017, 4:30-8:00 PM
Great Food, Beer and Wine, Live Band, Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle, Door Prizes!
Selling tickets after Masses on June 3rd and 10th, at St. Charles’ office, or online bloominngtonsvdp.org (to pick
up at Will Call/Ticket Tent on the day of the event.)

Summer Worship Schedule
Begins on
May 28th
With worship at
8:30 & 10:15 am

May Birthdays
5/12
5/13
5/14
5/16
5/19
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/26
5/27
5/30

Ruth Rives
Kelly Thacker
Karen Rohlfing
Matt Shupe
Sarah Fogleman
Ashley Ahlbrand, Pr. Colleen
Montgomery
Kenna Dimick, Ila Risner
Mary Lou Nierzwicki, Gail Seegert,
Myles Mundy
Charlene Wheeler
Jim Eagleman
Meg Garl

Summer Worship Schedule
Begins on
May 28th
With worship at
8:30 & 10:15 am
Anniversaries
Bruce & Susan Colston
Tim & Jennifer Garl
Lindsey & Dawn Smith
Jim & Suzanne Halvorson
Tim & Mary Smith

5/17/96 21 yrs
5/20/89 28 yrs
5/17/75 42 yrs
5/25/74 43 yrs
5/31/97 20 yrs

MCUM Food Pantry Needs
Our mailing address is:

St. Thomas Lutheran Church, ELCA
3800 East Third Street

Bloomington, IN 47401
www.stlconline.org

If you wish to Unsubscribe from this list or update
your preferences please email:
kayehill@stlconline.org

The pantry welcomes donations of all nonperishable foods, but we currently have a special
need for the following:
Baking mixes, especially muffins
Fruit Juice
Canned fruit, especially mandarin oranges,
pears, and applesauce
Beans – black, great northern, navy
Pudding and Jell-o mixes
Non – food:
Diapers, especially size 5 and wipes
Deodorant, especially for women
Household cleaners

May 2017
THURSDAY

4

WEDNESDAY

3

PRE Boot Camp 6:30
Adult Choir Rehearsal 7

TUESDAY

2
Swing Band 7 pm

11

MONDAY

1
RNClub Balance
Exercise 11:30
Worship Com. 6:30
PRE Boot Camp 6:30

10

SUNDAY

Mission Co 6 pm
Community Band
7pm

9

UClub Yoga 10

8

Girls Scouts 4:00 pm
PRE Boot Camp 6:30
Adult Choir Rehearsal 7

5

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6 Property Co

10:00 -Noon
-Choir Rehearses
-Garden Work
Day
-Kitchen in use

13

7 Worship at 8:30 & 11:00
Community Band
7pm

Personnel Co 6:30 pm
Jazz Band 7 pm

12

Education Hour 9:45 am
Spring Choir Concert 4 pm
Reception following

UClub Yoga 10
Altar Guild Supper
6 pm
PRE Boot Camp 6:30

20

18

19

17

Seed Saving
Workshop 10:00

16

Student Recital
5:30 pm

27

15

26

14 Worship at 8:30 & 11:00

25

Swing Band 7 pm

23

7:00 pm

24

UClub Yoga 10
PRE Boot Camp 6:30

22

UClub Yoga 10
PRE Boot Camp 6:30

Swing Band 7 pm

31

Student Recital

Finance Com 6 pm
PRE Boot Camp 6:30
Adult Choir Rehearsal 7

21 Worship at 8:30 & 11:00

Community Band
7pm

30

Jazz Band 7 pm

Living the Questions
7pm
Community Band
7pm
Spinners/Weavers 7

Education Hour 9:45 am
Receive New Members
Mayfest Picnic – Lyle Farewell
Pipers Society 4:00 pm

29

Girls Scouts 4:00 pm
PRE Boot Camp 6:30
Adult Choir Rehearsal 7

Education Hour 9:45 am
Faith Forte 9:45 an
ECHO Plant sale in narthex
New Member Class 12:30

28 Worship at 8:30 & 10:15

Community Band
7pm

HH in use 12:30

Summer Schedule Begins
BLEMP Concert 2:00 pm

May 7
8:30 AM

May 14*
8:30 AM

May 21
8:30 AM

May 28*
8:30 AM

June 4*

8:30 AM

June 11

MAY - JUNE 2017 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
8:30 AM

ACOLYTE

LECTOR
Kent Unger

Max Arterberry

Judy Bush

F/ML Nierzwicki

Gail Seegert

Natalie Schacht

Lynn Coyne

Kathleen Boggess

G/G Laughman

Barb Unger

A Goldsworthy

Sacha Arterberry

Kris Stewart

D/D Nixon

Gene Laughman

Lilly Rademacher

Dana Barron

David Rohlfing

L/U Coyne

Kent Unger

Erica Goldworthy

Mike Laros

R Hershberger

Gallien/Namy

Martha Selk

Madelyn Shupe

Barb Unger

Lindsey Smith

F/ML Nierzwicki

David Ellies

Matthew Schacht

ML Nierzwicki

Gail Seegert

June 18

SERVER
J/M Doering

ASST MINISTER Kris Stewart

USHERS

Mary Sasse

David Ellies

Gail Seegert

J/J Bush

L/U Coyne

G/G Laughman

D/A Balcam

L/U Coyne

Bob Cutter

J/S Pankow

D/S Arnold

Cindy Gallien

GREETERS

Margaret Harter

M/C Braun

Dean Arnold

June 4*

10:15 AM

June 11*

10:15 AM

June 18

B/K Unger

May 28

10:15 AM

G Moehlmann

R Hershberger

Cindy Gallien

D/S Arnold
M/J Laros

Dean Arnold

Kim Filiatrault

May 21*

10:15 AM

T/M Smith

Evelyn Niemeyer

Ashley Ahlbrand

Charles Sweet

JoAnne Namy
Kent Unger

CRUCIFER
FLOWERS
BREAD/WINE Pauline Caldwell
Cindy Gallien

G Moehlmann

May 14

11:00 AM

Ashley Ahlbrand

Kim Filiatrault

ALTAR GUILD Mary Sasse
Carole Kirsch
May 7*
11:00 AM

COUNCIL CO
Charles Sweet

11:00 AM

SERVER

ACOLYTE

LECTOR

D/J Arnold

G Mohelmann

M Bourkland

Deb Moore

McDonald/Ohslund

Sandy Arnold

Nina Daleke

Carol Seaman

Tim Smith

T/J Sinn

Kaye Hill

Ruth Rives

Noah Smith

M Thomason-Smith

Claire Repsholdt

Deb Moore

Baurle/Filiatrault

M O'Connor

Sophia Watters

David Daleke

Ashley Ahlbrand

D/J Arnold

Charles Sweet

Audrey Knipstein

Carol Seaman

Gary Ingersoll

P/L May

David Daleke

Koral Dimick

Jennifer Garl

Mark Carpenter

McDonald/Ohslund

Sharon Fawbush

Will Foley

Robin Hershberger

Lyman Hitchcock

ASST MINISTER Lyman Hitchcock

USHERS

Kari Esarey

Margaret Harter

G Holthaous

Katie Anderson

GREETER

Kim Filiatrault
Charles Sweet

CRUCIFER

