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Transfigured for Love and Service 
 

Grace to you and peace from our loving God, and from our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 This story of the transfiguration of our Lord strikes me as expanding on the 
message of last week. You will recall that we heard last week about how we are called 
to be with one another—forgiving, merciful, and non-judgmental of others. I suggested 
that the crux of that teaching from Jesus was love—a love that is active and engaged, 
not a love that simply sits back and contemplates or loves in theory. Love, as Jesus 
taught it and lived it, is a verb. It is something we do! 
 
 Do you see that teaching also here? Let me help. 
 
 You see, Jesus goes up the mountain to pray, along with his friends. He takes 
time out to commune with God and with a few representatives of his congregation. 
 
 There is much to say about this, especially because many folks who write about 
this story suggest that preachers eliminate the optional part of today’s gospel—the part 
about returning to be about the business of loving—healing a child who is seized by a 
spirit. 
 
 Those writers miss the point, I think. You see, Luke is instructing us on the nature 
of worship. He describes Jesus as going up the mountain to pray. Moreover, his retreat 
is on the “eighth day after these sayings” – the eighth day came very quickly in Christian 
tradition to refer to Sunday, the day of resurrection and worship, the first day of a new 
week and era. Jesus discusses with Moses and Elijah his impending crucifixion. And the 
voice from heaven is directed not to Jesus but to the disciples with the injunction, 
“Listen to him.” This combination of prayer, discussion focused on the cross, and the 
command to listen all taking place on the eighth day at least kindles our liturgical 
imagination, reminding us of what Sunday can be like. 
 
 Which is why the next scene and second half of this week’s passage is so 
important. Because the retreat to worship and the time to listen to the Word, be 
immersed in the cross, and be gathered in prayer leads inevitably to a return to the 
“everyday world” of human need where Jesus heals the sick and opposes the forces of 
evil. If worship is a retreat, in other words, it is not a retreat from the world but a retreat 
in order to come back to the world in love, mercy, and grace. 
 
 This is what worship is meant to be—a moment of reflection, immersion, 
companionship, and prayer in order that we might embrace our callings in the world to 
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respond to the needs of God’s beloved children with renewed energy, confidence, and 
determination. 
 
 I wonder if we see our worship each Sunday in these terms. I’ve heard folks 
mention many reasons. Some come out of routine or obligation. Some want to hear 
good music or experience a brief escape from the hectic pace of life. While wanting to 
honor the fact that there are a variety of motivations people have for coming to church, I 
also want to lift up a vision that church can be so much more, based on the gospel this 
morning. Worship can be the place where we hear God’s voice, focus on the nature of 
grace as we experience it in the cross, meet each other in prayer and song, and leave 
renewed for lives of meaning and purpose that come through service to the neighbor. 
 
 David Lose tells a story about a young couple that was relatively new to the 
church he was serving. They explained to him how important church had become for 
them. Whenever one of them could not make it–if, for instance, one of their children was 
sick–they’d do a quick two-minute drill to check in on the week they’d just been through 
and the week about to come to determine, as they said, “who needed church more.” 
“Church is what helps us make sense of our lives,” they explained, “it’s that pick-me-up 
that connects us with God and our calling and sends us back into the week.” 
 
 What a difference it would make if this were to become our approach to 
worship—to us and to our communities that we all touch during the week. It just might 
be that our worship–and along with it the whole Church–is transfigured by the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord! (David Lose, “In the meantime”) 
 
 The point of worship, of course, is that it leads somewhere. Yes, there is beauty 
and inspiration and comfort in how wonderful worship is. How beautifully the choir sings. 
How excellent are our conversations with our fellow congregants. How great the music 
and hymn singing are. And how the spirit moves our hearts through prayer and praise. 
 
 Still, I’d like you to complete this sentence: “The church exists for the sake of 
_____?” No, you don’t have to answer out loud. I know how difficult it is to venture quick 
answers to very important questions! 
 
 What I hope many of you were thinking is this: The church exists for the sake 
of the world. We gather around Word and Sacrament so that we may be renewed 
(transfigured) in order to be sent out into the world. It is not simply for us! 
 
 The point (extending the message of last Sunday) is how we love—how we live 
out the love and grace of God we experience on the mountain of transfiguration (in 
Word and Sacrament, grace and forgiveness). The point is how renewed—how 
transfigured we are—for the sake of the world. The church exists for the sake of the 
world! 
 
 And so, these two stories most definitely go together. 
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 Notice that there is a sort of trinity at the top of the mountain, wrapped up in 
glory. It is a glory that is shared. The figures of Jesus and Moses and Elijah illuminate 
each other, strengthening one another’s lives, and giving meaning to past and future 
events. They disappear into a shadow, a cloud, and from that cloud comes the voice of 
God affirming Jesus. And the transfiguration—a radical change and shift transforming 
those who participate in it—prepares Jesus to go back to the people and continue his 
ministry. 
 
 Taken as a metaphor for worship, we might recognize that the glory of God is 
only possible if lived together, in community. No one, not even Jesus, can shine alone! 
The work of that trinity shows us that only when we are together does God’s radiance 
light up our lives in this way. And the transfiguration of Jesus directs him back into his 
mission, just as our transfiguration through grace, communion, and forgiveness impels 
us out into the world with energy and purpose. 
 
 I kind of like it that the disciples want to hang out there amidst those giants of 
faith, basking in the glory of the moment. I think of the conversations that we share 
following worship, sometimes for quite some time. Maybe we’re basking in the glories of 
what was just experienced in community, letting that power flow out into further shared 
engagements. 
 
 We can begin to understand why this text needs the following healing story. The 
glories of the mount are meant to be shared. The grace and power of God are not only 
for us. Jesus rebukes the disciples, who don’t quite yet understand. Still, he shows them 
what is called for. He sees the pain of the world. He knows the struggles of those who 
are poor and possessed and oppressed. The world dashes many against the rocks of 
despair, hunger, and abandonment. The economic demons convulse people every day. 
The homeless, the immigrant, the incarcerated, the parents who work three jobs to 
make enough to feed their children, they are like that boy, thrown into the shadows of 
our society, convulsing with troubles. And we, transfigured in the glories of God, are 
called to share that glory and healing and release. 
 
 Unless we get out of the fortress of our worship spaces, rebuke the unclean 
spirits of the powers that be, and shed light into the lives of the poor of our communities, 
we will never know what transfiguration means. Glory will be an unknown word and 
experience. (insights from Cláudio Carvalhaes, Working Preacher, 2000) 
 
 There is a popular idea that the church is only about spirituality and not about the 
world or about politics or about social issues. It is so easy to forget that the church 
exists for the sake of the world! 
 
 I recall so well a question asked by a prominent pastor (I believe it was Franklin 
Drewes Fry) at a conference I attended way back during my internship days in 
Wisconsin (serving a congregation in Baraboo). It comes to mind in part because the 
theme of that conference was “Act on the Word.” Its theme could have been drawn from 
this paired story from Luke about transfiguration and then healing. He asked “What 
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section of the New York Times do you think God would toss away as unimportant?” We 
might, of course, substitute “The Herald-Times” here. You might think I would suggest 
the sports section, but you probably don’t know that Jeff and I simply enjoy the banter 
between us about the Cubs (That’s a football team, right?). Some might think it was the 
section on politics. Others the op-ed section. 
 
 But the answer, of course, is that God would not toss out any section of any 
newspaper. God is the God of all. God cares for everything, every creature, every 
person, and every institution. There is nothing in this world that is not important to God 
and that is separate from God’s hopes and dreams for the world. And so, there is 
nothing that is beyond what we are called to reflect upon and seek to improve through 
the transfiguring light of Christ. 
 
 There is no distinction between sacred and secular. Everything and everyone 
and every creature is sacred. There is no opposition between matter and spirit. God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to Godself…entrusting the message of reconciliation 
to us, (as) ambassadors for Christ.” (2 Cor. 5:19-20) God made all and is in all. 
 
 So, let’s get out there and do the work of loving. Let’s read all of the sections of 
the paper, looking for the places where God’s spirit has not sufficiently permeated. Let’s 
write op-eds. Let’s demonstrate on the square. Let’s run for office. Let’s speak with our 
legislators and our executives and our neighbors and our families, seeking to infuse 
policy and institutional behavior and neighborly and family relationships with the vital 
and active love of God in Christ, which seeks always to serve and to hear and to 
reconcile, where there are to be no distinctions among us, where love dismantles walls 
and borders and refuses to honor any artificially-created classes or races or other 
categories of persons that are meant to divide us. Our God is the God of all, and love is 
intended to transfigure all. 
 
 Let’s share the glories that are ours in Christ, transforming us day by day, 
Sunday by Sunday. In brief, let’s act on the Word! 
 
 Having basked in the glories of God, we share them. 
 
 Having been enlightened, we reflect God’s light in the world. 
 
 Having ben healed, we go out to heal the world. Amen. 
 
 May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and 
minds through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord, unto abundant and eternal life. Amen. 


