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My Peace I Leave With You 
 

I think it’s safe to say that we are currently living in a world that is experiencing a great deal of 
turmoil. With even just a brief glance at the headlines, we are deluged with frightening, tragic, 
and heart-breaking news; for example, in different parts of the world we read about violent 
protests in Indonesia in response to their presidential election, the global blight of human 
trafficking, and Venezuela’s crumbling economy that will likely result in a humanitarian crisis. 

In the United States, another migrant child dies in detention, corruption in pharmaceutical 
corporations runs rampant, political infighting divides our country, and the opioid crisis plagues 
many of our communities.  

And those were the headlines from just one day! It’s enough to foster a constant feeling of 
anxiety in all of us. 

You may have recently heard about an arrest made by the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (also known as “ICE”): the arrest of ELCA Pastor Betty Rendón and members of 
her family. Pastor Rendón, a Synodically Authorized Minister at Emaus Church in Racine, 
Wisconsin, was arrested on May 8th of this year when ICE agents raided her home at gunpoint 
in Chicago.1 

Pastor Rendón is a candidate for ordination with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, of 
which St. Thomas is a member, and was beginning doctoral studies at the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago. Her family fled to the U.S. from Colombia in 2004 and applied for asylum 
after Pastor Rendón, who was then a school principal, was threatened by guerilla members who 
were trying to recruit children. Pastor Rendón actively opposed their efforts and was in danger 
of being murdered because of it. Her asylum petition was denied and ICE issued a removal 
order in 2009, which was never enforced. Until May 8th.2 

Pastor Rendón and her husband remain in detention, having recently been moved from 
Kenosha, WI to a detention center in Southern Illinois. The ELCA Greater Milwaukee Synod’s 
Bishop Paul Erickson has spoken out against her arrest, and, along with the Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago, numerous ELCA synods, and Rev. Dr. Leah Schade, Professor of Preaching 
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and Worship at Lexington Theological Seminary, are calling for her release as well as urging 
immigration reform.3 

Needless to say, the members of Emaus Lutheran Church in Racine (the church that Pastor 
Rendón is serving) are in a state of shock, fear, and intense anxiety. 

With the agony and suffering we are going through individually and corporately right now, it’s 
hard to find any peace. We try to manufacture it for ourselves or attempt to find it externally. 
And yet, a sense of lasting peace eludes us. 

However we learn in today’s Gospel reading that Jesus gives us peace in a way no other can.4 A 
kind of peace that the world cannot give. 

Jesus’ discussion with his disciples in today’s reading is part of what is called the “Farewell 
Discourse”, which Pastor Lyle referred to last week. Just before his arrest and death, Jesus tells 
his disciples that he will be going away; yet he reassures them that he will not leave them 
orphaned; he will send the Holy Spirit to work in and through them.  

I imagine that the disciples felt anxiety despite Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit. In that 
moment, eating the Passover meal in a small room with their beloved Christ, who has just told 
them that he is leaving them soon, they likely felt anything but peace. And yet Jesus assures 
them, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27). 

Jesus gives us peace in a way no other can. A kind of peace that the world cannot give. 

What is this “peace” that Jesus gives? We tend to think of “peace” as an absence of conflict, a 
moment of quiet, a brief rest from the “fray of everyday life,”5 from the need to compete and 
to acquire more; and that “peace” means that everything ends up going our way. Yet this type 
of peace is marked by an element of insecurity. It is fleeting; at times within our reach, and at 
other times, just out of our grasp.  

This insecure peace is one that encourages escapism – we are tempted to shut ourselves off 
from the world, from others, and even from ourselves. Or we seek to spend time only with 
others who are like-minded, who have our same values, same political ideologies, who will not 
challenge us. 

This, however, is not the “peace” that Jesus gives. German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
reminds us that “Jesus lived in the midst of his enemies” and that we are called to do the 
same.6 So how are we to abide in Jesus’ peace when we are called to live amongst our enemies, 
in a world that is full of anxiety, pain, and suffering? 
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There is a man by the name of Rev. Dr. Berhane Asmalesh who founded an organization called 
“Release Eritrea” in response to persecution of Christians by government authorities in Eritrea, 
a country in northeast Africa.  

Christianity was not recognized as a governmentally authorized religion, so Christians had to 
worship and practice their faith “underground”.  Christians were threatened with severe 
consequences if caught gathering or worshipping.7 Dr. Berhane, a medical doctor and Christian 
in Eritrea, was arrested and imprisoned by the authorities because of his faith.  

As he experienced the dark days of imprisonment where groups of fellow Christians, who had 
become like family, were led away daily to be executed, he speaks about an “inner peace” that 
received from God. He began to sense this peace through prayer and through reading of the 
Scriptures in the bible that he had smuggled in, finding particular comfort in the words of Psalm 
23. Even as he and his fellow prisoners walked through the darkest valleys of imprisonment and 
death, he reminded them and himself that they need not fear evil, that God was with them 
(Psalm 23:4).  He speaks of his suffering as a “gift”, because while experiencing this suffering he 
received the true peace of Christ. He explains that “Suffering sometimes brings Jesus closer to 
our hearts” and that “God gives us grace for that particular time.”8 

Jesus gave Dr. Berhane peace in a way no other can. 

Pastor David Lose calls this kind of peace a peace that is “more than an absence of something.” 
He says it is a “sense of wholeness, even rightness, of and in one’s very being. It’s a sense of 
harmony with those persons and things around us. [This] peace connotes a sense of 
contentment, but even more, fulfillment, a sense that in this moment one is basking in God’s 
pleasure.” And, as Pastor Lose further explains, this sense of peace “can come even amid 
hardship, struggle, conflict, and disruption.”9 

It’s important to remember that this is not a peace we can conjure up within ourselves. It is not 
a peace that the world gives (John 14:27). Pastor Lose describes it as “a gift of God, something 
we sense most keenly when we give over to God a certain amount of control of all the things 
that we worry about... Not that we surrender responsibility”, he says, “but rather that we 
recognize that there are limits to what we can affect or achieve on our own, and sensing those 
limits, we place ourselves, our loved ones, our fortunes, and our futures in God’s hands. And 
God’s response is to give us peace, a peace that allows us to [shift] our gaze from the troubles 
that beset us and see those around us as gifts of God worthy of our love and attention.”10 

It is a peace that lifts us out of ourselves, out of our tendency to become insular and fold into 
ourselves when we are anxious. It is a peace that frees us to respond to our neighbor with love, 
compassion, and justice. It is a peace on which we can rely, a peace in which we can rest 
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securely. It is a peace not like that which the world gives. Jesus gives us this peace in a way no 
other can. 

It is Pastor Lose’s hope that we “receive [this peace] anew and share it with all those we 
encounter in the sanctuary and beyond.”11 

[As we pass the peace to one another today, and] as we experience God’s grace through the 
everyday moments in our lives this week, let’s pray for the peace that only Jesus can give for 
Pastor Betty Rendón and her family, for the persecuted Christians in Eritrea, for those 
experiencing despair, suffering, and violence throughout our world, and for ourselves. Jesus 
keeps his promises; through the Holy Spirit, we receive this peace through the grace of God in 
this very moment. Jesus gives us peace in a way no other can.   

May the Peace of Christ abide in you. Amen. 
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