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Pastor’s Column 
 

Thanks for the Banquet!!! 
 

Words are so often inadequate to convey what is intended. That seems especially true as I sit in my home 
on the evening of Sunday, June 16, 2019—the day of my retirement—and reflect upon the last few days. 
 

First to mind are Gayl Laughman and Kim Filiatrault and all the many people who designed and carried off 
what was an event of astounding beauty and grace. For those who don’t do Facebook, here’s what I wrote 
there: 
 

“A multitude of humble thanks to all who put on what was a remarkably splendid, exquisitely planned, 
gorgeously decorated, eloquently presented, and eternally appreciated retirement dinner and program last 
evening! Special thanks go to at least these folks: Gayl Laughman, Kim Filiatrault, Jan Sinn, Gail Seegert, 
Doug Bauder, Kaye Hill, and the many who provided poems, speeches, comedy, roasting, gifts, cards, pies, 
food, and labor. What an incredible evening. 
 

“My heart is filled to overflowing. And by belly extends its joy as I continue consuming pies today. Not to 
mention opening and treasuring notes, cards, and gifts.” 
 

So, again, my sincere and heart-felt gratitude. I am humbled, honored, and bowled over by your 
generosities of spirit, act, and word. You will be in my heart forever. 
 

May God continue to bless the people of St. Thomas as fully as you are a blessing to others. Marie and I are 
most thankful to be counted among them. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria. 
 

Grace, peace, blessings, and gratitude, 
 

Rev. Lyle McKee 



Rabbi Besser, Bishop 

Gafkjen, Marie Fleming, 

Pr. Lyle, Ryan McKee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pie—Lyle's favorite dessert! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many laughs were shared, as pictured here:  Pr. Lyle, Kim Filiatrault and Gayl Laughman. 

 



 
Former interns Pr. Marissa 
Tweed Harrison and Pr. 
Colleen Montgomery also 
had the crowd laughing over 
their tales of being 
supervised by Pr. Lyle, and 
the lessons learned— such as 
catching raccoons with 
marshmallows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our New Interim Pastor 

As part of the transition process that will begin after Pastor Lyle’s retirement, St. Thomas worship will be 

led by supply pastors from late June through the month of September.  A list of those preachers and 

presiders is listed below.  Beginning the first Sunday of October, St. Thomas will have a full-time interim 

pastor who will serve as our pastor until we call a permanent new pastor to our congregation. 
 

Pastor Mark Galbraith is an intentional interim pastor.  He has been specially trained by the ELCA to serve 

in congregations that are in transition --- just as St. Thomas will be in a few weeks’ time.  Pastor Mark has 

served six ELCA churches as their interim; he is currently pastoring a congregation in Milton, Pennsylvania.  

Pastor Mark will preach and preside at Sunday worship, lead Bible studies, be available for all regular 

pastoral services, and will also help lead our congregation through the process of completing the ELCA’s 

Ministry Site Profile, a lengthy and detailed document that is an essential part of introducing our 

congregation to ELCA pastors looking for a new congregation.   
 

More information on Pastor Mark will be posted soon on the bulletin board and we will continue to update 

the congregation through temple talks, the newsletter, and the weekly.   

 
 
 



Upcoming Supply Pastors  

June 30 – Doug Bauder    July 21, 28 & August 4th – Doug Schreiber 

July    7  – Sarah (VanderZee) McKenney  August 11 – Wendy VanderZee 

July  14  – Don Jones     August 18 & 25 – Dave Schreiber 
 

Rev. Dave Schreiber is a retired ELCA pastor from Resurrection Lutheran Church in Indianapolis. 

Rev. Sarah (VanderZee) McKenney is an ordained Presbyterian pastor and chaplain at Stone Belt. 

Rev. Wendy VandeerZee is an ordained Presbyterian pastor and chaplain at Hospice Care. 

Rev. Don Jones is a retired Episcopal Priest and has served as a supply Pastor at St. Thomas before. 

 
 
 

Mission Committee to Host Karen Anderson on July 30 

Global Mission Spotlight: Karen Anderson and EPES (Chile)  

As a Lutheran missionary in Chile from 1982–2000, Karen Anderson founded and directed EPES, Educación 
Popular en Salud. EPES has worked to build a sustainable health care organization dedicated to promoting 
the health, dignity and rights of poor people in Chile and throughout the region through education, 
empowerment and collective action.  

In 2009, she returned as an ELCA missionary to help the EPES staff design, launch and direct EPES’ 
International Training Course on Popular Education in Health which, among other important tasks, explores 
the role of the church in the struggle for health and human rights. In the past ten years, the International 
Training program has had 187 participants from 25 countries, including participants from eleven Lutheran 
churches from other Latin American countries.  In the past three years, EPES’ work has expanded to Africa 
as participants from Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Senegal, Madagascar and Ethiopia have 

participated in the International Training Course. Upon returning home, they have been implementing 

EPES training model in their local communities.  

Please join us at St. Thomas on Tuesday, July 30, starting at 12 noon  

to welcome Karen and hear her speak about her work in Chile.  

It will be an interactive and interesting session.  

Lunch is provided by the Mission Committee. 

Please RSVP to the church office so we can know how many people to plan for.  



 

 

 Karen Anderson, ELCA Global 
Mission Personnel in Chile and 
Director of EPES´ International 
Training Program with ELCA pastor, 
Rev. Alvaro Nova, a participant in 
the 2016 Training, during a 
community health action carried 
out in the open market to educate 
neighbors about the negative 
impact surgary soft drinks have on 
health. 

 

Your gifts to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship help more than 225 ELCA missionaries, including Karen 
Anderson, serve “hand in hand” with companion churches in almost 50 countries.  

ELCA Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly Report 
St Thomas Lutheran Church was well represented at the I-K Synod Assembly on May 31st through June 2nd, 
2019.  Attendees from St. Thomas were Judy Bush, Rev. Dr. Lyle McKee, Jeff Schacht, and Sam and Missy 
Eichmiller.  Judy was involved in many of the events because she is the Synod Council Secretary. The 
agenda included special musical presentations, bible study, elections, resolutions, constitutional changes, 
keynote speakers, worship, workshops, and lots of prayer.   
 

Reports from all the major offices were heard. New salary guidelines for deacons and pastors were 
adopted. There was discussion of ways to modify the roles and rules for church conferences within the I-K 
Synod. The 2020-2021 Synod annual budget was finalized at $2,491,682.69 and adopted. During the budget 
presentation, examples from each section of the budget were provided, including a narrative about our 
own Amy Balcam, and her path to seminary with support from the Synod and St. Thomas.  
 

The first keynote presentation was given by Pastors Tim and Sharon Taylor concerning the practice of 
labeling people and discrimination.  The Taylors are gifted public speakers and provided wonderful 
perspectives on the topic. The second keynote presentation was given by Pastor Mandy France on her 
efforts to fight Islamophobia in rural Minnesota. Her efforts are heroic and productive. 
 

Judy was re-elected for another term as Synod Council Secretary.  St Thomas’ Kim Filliatrault was elected to 
the Synod’s Discipline Committee for a 6-year term. Former St. Thomas and IU LuMin member Pastor Dom 
Guido was elected to the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Board as the clergy representative from the Synod 
for the 3-year term. 
 

Workshop topics included the opioid crisis, healing divisiveness, dynamic stewardship campaigning, 

expanding diversity, Islamophobia, campus ministry, revitalizing congregations, avoiding racial labeling, call 

discernment, creative prayer practices, and shared ministry.  The workshop on shared ministry was 

presented by Pastor Marissa Tweed Harrison, former St. Thomas Intern. The formal results of the assembly 

are available on the Synod website.   

-  Sam Eichmiller 



ELCA presiding bishop, faith leaders issue statement on children in detention 
 

 CHICAGO (June 6, 2019) – The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA), has convened ELCA ecumenical and inter-religious partners in a statement addressing 
concerns over the well-being of children who cross the U.S. border seeking safety from danger and threats 
in their home countries. 
 

The statement follows: 
 

“For the Lord your God is God of gods ... who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves 
the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger...” (Deuteronomy 10:17-
19).  
 

"Do not let the hatred of people prevent you from being just. Be just …" (Qur’an 5:8).  
 

Children coming to our nation for safety and protection are dying at our southern border while in U.S. 
detention. As U.S. religious leaders representing diverse faith perspectives, we are united in our concern for 
the well-being of vulnerable migrants who cross our borders fleeing from danger and threats to their lives.  
 

A year ago we spoke out against the separation of families. Now we come together again to express our 
collective outrage and pain over the tragic loss of precious children, made in the image of the Divine. 
Carlos, a 16-year-old from Guatemala, died May 20 in the custody of the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) Customs and Border Protection (CBP). Wilmer, a 2-year-old, died May 14, also in the custody of CBP. 
They were preceded in death by Jackelin, Felipe, Juan and a 10-year-old girl from El Salvador whose death 
in September 2018 has just been disclosed. We remember them before God, pray for their grieving families 
to be comforted and commit ourselves to work for the humane treatment of all who present themselves 
for asylum at our border. 
 

Our houses of worship and agencies have welcomed, engaged and served many migrant families that have 
recently arrived in the U.S. These migrants have left their communities to provide safety for their children 
and protect them from harm. Sadly, as a nation we have denied them safety, instead placing them in 
detention facilities, sometimes long after the mandated 72-hour limit. Many detention centers are 
overcrowded and lack sanitation, further elevating the risk of serious health issues for migrants already 
stressed and weakened by their journeys. 
 

We believe our nation and its leaders have both the moral and legal responsibility on behalf of those who 
seek safety in our land. The U.S. has an international legal obligation to do so by virtue of having acceded to 
the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees and, therefore, must implement those duties in good 
faith. It also has an obligation to do so under its own domestic law, and executive orders should not 
attempt to set aside these legal responsibilities. The duty not to return a person to a state where they may 
face torture or other serious harms is absolute under the U.N. Convention Against Torture, which the U.S. 
has signed and ratified. 
 

We urge the Administration to maintain its commitment to international law and defend human rights by 
implementing safeguards to ensure the safety and health of all of those seeking protection in our land, 
especially those children who fall under our care.  
 

 

 
 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Family_Separation_Statement.pdf?_ga=2.59964906.673580746.1559325361-706161550.1552512868
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48363072
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adolfoflores/toddler-dies-immigrant-border-us-texas-guatemala
http://time.com/5480503/jackeline-caal-death-dhs/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/26/us/cbp-timeline-guatemala-boy-dies/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/02/guatemalan-migrant-boy-us-detention-died-brain-infection
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/migrant-children-death-a-10-year-old-migrant-girl-died-last-year-in-government-care-officials-acknowledge-exclusive/


  
 St. Thomas Sunday School  
 Summer Playdates – 
 Join us for some Summertime Fun! 
 

 
In lieu of a summer VBS program, the Education Committee is organizing two family-friendly get-togethers! 
We will have activities related to faith themes, as well as games and fellowship. For both events, please feel 
free to arrive when you can and leave when you must. We look forward to connecting with each other this 
summer! 
 

Sunday, June 30th, 12:00 – 3:00 pm:  Shelter 5 at Karst Farm Park.  
Bring a lunch (drinks and paper products will be provided) and enjoy the playground, games, and 
fellowship! 
 

Thursday, August 1st, 6:00 – 9:00 pm: Location TBD -stay tuned!  
Bring a dinner and plan to catch up with Sunday School friends and families! 
 

 
The Sunday School Students of St. Thomas want YOU! 
We are looking to add teachers to our already-fantastic teaching team! Curricula will be provided and 
lessons take little preparation. You do not have to commit to every Sunday. It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
get to know the wonderful children of St. Thomas and to invest in their faith formation. Interested? Contact 
Amy Balcam (928aab@gmail.com) or Gretchen Moehlmann (gmoehlmann@hotmail.com). 

 
 
ArtResale: From our Collection to Yours  
August 18th 12-4 pm  
 

This community event is coordinated by St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Congregation 
Beth Shalom, and University Baptist Church.  
 

Now in its 4th season, ArtResale continues to grow. It is a fabulous place to pick up 
a new piece of artwork for your home or office and also a fabulous place to donate 

your loved but no longer have the room for artworks you have collected over the years.  This year ArtResale 
invites the broader Bloomington Community to donate their previously owned paintings, ceramics, 
sculpture, one-of-a-kind jewelry, woodwork, framed art prints, textiles, and more to raise money for the 
Bloomington Refugee Support Network (BRSN). 
 

Pieces may be delivered Monday through Friday August 12th to 16th to the St. Thomas office from 10am – 
5pm. Donors will be asked if they would like their donation to support the BRSN or one of the participating 
congregations. The work will be labeled accordingly with colored stickers that direct donation giving. High-
ticket auctioned items should be marked with a minimum bid amount. The sale of St. Thomas donations 
will benefit the Sister Parish Guatemala Delegation's 2020 South to North trip. 
 

Donors must reclaim unsold pieces at 4:00 pm on Sunday at the end of the sale. Leftover work will be 
donated to charities selected by the ReSale ArtSale Committee.  
 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Suzanne Halvorson: 
weavesuz@comcast.net. 

mailto:928aab@gmail.com
mailto:gmoehlmann@hotmail.com
mailto:weavesuz@comcast.net


 

 
 
 
  



Jerry Smith shared this poem that he wrote for Lyle's retirement celebration: 
 

A Letter Poem to Pastor Lyle 
 
Dear Lyle, 
 
You have graced us with your presence for over 15 years – 
5626 days, 67512 hours of twelve-hour days. 
 
It seems both a long time and not nearly long enough. 
 
Your preaching, teaching, tutoring, visiting, counselling, consoling,  
mentoring, marrying, burying, baptizing, communing, communicating,  
planning, planting, tinkering, repairing, supervising, ecumenicaling and  
myriads of other ings leaves us staggering at the thought of their loss.  
 
In preaching, through stories, anecdotes, poems and quotes, you have offered: 
 the comforting blanket of God’ grace, 
 the budding dogwood of Christ’s presence, 
 the loving embrace of the Holy Spirit, 
 the mountain-climb challenge of sustaining God’s creation. 
 
You have reminded us of our Lutheran heritage: 
 The Bible cradles Christ. 
 Scripture interprets Scripture. 
 The Kingdom of God is already and not yet: 
  already here and not yet fully realized. 
 
Lyle, you have been a towering figure in our lives,  
literally and figuratively, as you have unfurled the banner  
of God’s unending love and waved it gracefully at eye level -- 
your eye level -- where we’ve had no trouble seeing it. 
 
You have taught us new truths and reminded us of old ones: 
 Since God changes in response to us, 
 we can change in response to God. 
 God enacts the power of love, not the love of power. 
 God chooses to win us over by persuasion not coercion. 
 
You have enlivened our Sunday services 
 by changing the liturgy to highlight:  
 different seasons, creeds, ages, genders, and creation care; 
 by bringing a light touch of humor to the pulpit.  
 However, if you have in mind a new career  
 as a standup comic, talk to Walt Wood. 
 
Love is an active verb, which you have demonstrated to us  
 in brief moments and extended ones: packing groceries for MCUM,  
 changing lightbulbs, adjusting thermostats, 



 completing a building project, creating the community garden, 
 mentoring ministerial students, encouraging small group ministries,  
 coordinating with campus ministry, and journeying with us to Cherokee,  
 North Carolina and Chichipate, Guatemala. 
 
Given how much you have touched our minds, our hearts, and our souls 
and aware that you know Jesus as a man of Jewish faith, it seems appropriate  
to invest you this new title: Christian Mensch.  
 
Lyle, you have brought us another gift – undoubtedly your greatest: 
 a woman by name of Marie Fleming.  She came not 
 from your rib, but she’s the apple of your eye.  Her preaching rivals yours. 
 Indeed, rumor has it you refused to let her preach more often 
 because you worried about a personal reputation: Not hers.  Yours! 
 Marie’s wise guidance in Living the Questions and Parent’s Cafe  
 has led to thought-provoking discussions and energized faith. 
 We’ve had two pastors for the price of one. 
 
Now, you and Marie, without consulting any of us, 
 have chosen to plow new ground. 
 It is tempting to say, Do not go.  
 Seed the old furrows.  But that would be selfish of us 
 and unappreciative of your fine care. 
 
Parting is a quilt with many emotional patches: 
 some with somber squares like a loved one seriously ill, 
 some with the bright touches of warm-color memories, 
 some with grey tones of sadness and brilliant beads of promise 
 like a daughter going away to college. 
 Our emotions pull us in all these ways and more at your parting. 
 
Challenges lie ahead as certain as May rain. 
The two of you and we must find ways to cope and persevere in faith.   
You have assured us, Lyle, that God is constantly at work  
in our lives and walks with us every step of the way. 
 
May you and Marie take comfort in knowing:  
 You, too, go with God  
 and with our well wishes,  
 our earnest prayers, 
 and our heartfelt thanks and blessings. 
 
Love and Godspeed, 
 
Your St. Thomas Priesthood of Believers 

  



 

Jerry Smith       Gretchen Moehlmann blesses Marie. 

 

 

Jeff Schacht gifts Lyle special playing cards and a 

Chicago Cubs hat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

7/1  Susan Hiller 

7/2  Renée Steele 

7/3  Janet Ellis 

7/6    Marcus Westphal 

7/9    Tim Garl 

7/11  Naomi Sveholm 

7/12  Tate Balcam, Pauline Caldwell 

7/14  Sam Polansky 

7/15  Audrey Knipstein, Mitchell Knipstein,  

 Sophia Watters, Misty White 

7/19  Carl Ziegler 

7/21  Kari Esarey 

7/22  Ute Coyne  

7/25  Sophia Rust 

7/27  Jaydene Laros 

7/30  Natalie Johnson 

 
 
7/1    Jeff Schacht & Kelli Skram  24 yrs 
7/5    Leif & Amanda Madsen    6 yrs 

7/12  Sam & Missy Eichmiller   33 yrs 

7/18  Lyman & Gloria Hitchcock  60 yrs 

7/21  Eric Klimpke & Siri Thompson  18 yrs  

7/26  Dean & Sandy Arnold    33 yrs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our mailing address is:  
St. Thomas Lutheran Church  
3800 East Third Street  
Bloomington, IN 47401  
 
www.stlconline.org 

 
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing: 
susank@stlconline.org 
 
 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/


 
 

July  2019 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
12-4 Voice Workshop 

2  

10:30 UClub Yoga 
12-4 Voice Workshop 

1 PM SIREN 

3  
12-4 Voice Workshop 

4 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

12-4 Voice Workshop 
 

5  
12-4 Voice Workshop 

6  
10 AM Property Co. 

10 AM Garden Work 
Day 

7  
Worship 8:30 & 10:15 

8  
 

9  
10:30 UClub Yoga 
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
10 AM Fiber Arts SGG 

14  
Worship 8:30 & 10:15 

15  
 

16  
10:30 UClub Yoga 
 
6:30 PM LWV 
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
Worship 8:30 & 10:15 

22  
 

23  
10:30 UClub Yoga 
4:30 PM Earth Care 
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Worship 8:30 & 10:15 

29  
 

30  
10:30 UClub Yoga 
12 PM Missionary 
Karen Anderson  
Luncheon & 
Presentation 

31  
 

 

 



June 30 July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28 Aug 4 Aug 11

8:30 AM 8:30 AM 9:30 AM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM

ASST MINISTER Lindsey Smith David Rohlfing Kris Stewart Robin Hershberger Sonja Dorr Binder Debbie Witt Natalie Schacht

LECTOR Letty Newkirk Nancy Matthews Del Newkirk Sonja Dorr Binder Pauline Caldwell David Rohlfing Debbie Selk

ACOLYTE Lilly Rademacher Molly Wyatt M Schacht Audrey Knipstein Arno Risner Lilly Rademacher Sophia Watters

SERVER Kathleen Boggess Letty Newkirk Mary Sasse Barb Unger Charlene Braun Gene Laughman ML Nierzwicki

USHERS F/ML Nierzwicki Newkirk/Strentz G/G Laughman L/U Coyne F/ML Nierzwicki J/M Doering Newkirk/Strentz

GREETERS Carl Ziegler Kathleen Boggess K/B Unger Charlene Braun Shirley Mingee David Ellies Melissa Watters

CRUCIFER   

FLOWERS Judy Bush G Moehlmann F/ML Nierzwicki B/C Gallien Cindy Gallien T/M Smith

BREAD/WINE Victoria Hoppes L/U Coyne K/D Rohlfing Pauline Caldwell T/M Smith Schacht/Skram Sandy Arnold

COUNCIL CO Tom Sinn Judy Bush Dean Arnold Ronna Papesh Sam Eichmiller Ashley Ahlbrand Ronna Papesh

Ronna Papesh G Moehlmann Tim Smith Dawn Bakken Tim Smith G Moehlmann Dean Arnold

ALTAR GUILD Barb Unger Gail Seegert Evelyn Niemeyer Ute Coyne Shirley Mingee Ute Coyne Cindy Gallien

Mary Sasse Charlene Braun Mary Sasse Carole Kirsch Jan Sinn Charlene Braun Margaret Harter

June 30 July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28 Aug 4 Aug 11

10:15AM 10:15 AM 10:15 AM 10:15 AM 10:15 AM 10:15 AM 10:15 AM

ASST MINISTER Amy Balcam Gail Seegert Mike Witt Lyman Hitchcock Ashley Ahlbrand Amy Balcam Tim Smith

LECTOR Sandy Arnold Sarah Ratzburg Noah Smith D Gerkensmeyer M Thomason-Smith Chris Ogan Margaret Harter

ACOLYTE Sophia Watters Noah Smith Truman Daleke Koral Dimick Sam Polansky Nina Daleke Noah Smith

SERVER G Moehlmann Sandy Arnold Kathy McDonald Haley Garl Chris Ogan David Daleke G Moehlmann

USHERS Baurle/Filiatrault Arnold/Hill P/L May McDonald/Ohslund Baurle/Filiatrault P/L May Arnold/Hill

GREETER Dean Arnold Ruth Rives K Rohlfing Randy/Nancy Nye Nancy Chadburn Margaret Harter Kari Esarey

CRUCIFER

Worship Volunteers     June 30 - August 11, 2019
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