__________________________________________________________________________

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is September 8, 2019. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we
are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor.
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that
all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely
from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Again this year, New Hope 4 Families has offered four projects for GWOH Sunday. Gene Laughman has
been in contact with New Hope’s coordinator, who requests a 2-hour time commitment for these projects.
If we can sign up enough volunteers, we could complete all four projects for New Hope!
Projects include:
Deep clean and sanitize The Nest classrooms (The Nest is the New Hope 4 Families Early Childhood Learning
Program),
Remove boards at ground level entry of a New Hope residence and replace with pavers,
Clear debris of the New Hope parking lot to recapture parking spaces,
Weeding and Pruning.
A sign-up board will be placed in the Narthex with further information. Join us for a meaningful time of
service and fellowship!
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Update on the Transition Process
On August 29 and 30 council members will host our second candidate for interim pastor. We hope by
Sunday, September 1 to be able to report a signed contract and a start date sometime in September.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 20, 12:30 p.m. After the second service, the congregation will
have a special meeting to elect our call committee. These six people will help develop (with
congregational input) the Ministerial Site Profile that will present our congregation to potential pastors
across the ELCA. The call committee will also be the ones who receive applicants’ names from the synod,
determine who to interview, and determine which candidate(s) to recommend to council and the
congregation.
In late September, council will report on our six-person slate for the call committee. We expect that
further nominations will come from the congregation. Any voting member of the congregation may
nominate another voting member for the slate. Your nominations must be sent to council secretary Cindy
Gallien (cgallien05@gmail.com) by midnight, Monday, October 14.

September 1st Education Hour resumes from 9:45-10:45
Sunday School classes
Confirmation Orientation in Rooms 16/17 on September 1
Adult Forum
Sept. 1: TBD
Sept. 8: Judy Bush will report on the Churchwide Assembly held this past August. There were a number of
new resolutions that are significant for the ELCA. Join us to learn more!
Sept. 15: Mission Fair
Sept. 22: TBD
Sept. 29: TBD
Women's Bible Study – September 8
Come all women, and men if you wish! The Lutheran Women’s Bible Study begins September 8 in room
16/17 at 9:45. We meet every 2nd Sunday of the month. Kari Esarey supplies the materials —or if you get
the Gather Magazine bring that with you. Our study on September 8 is entitled “No Hard Feelings: The
Angst of Anger.” The Psalms give voice to anger — of God toward humanity and humanity toward God and
people toward each other. Sounds uplifting, huh?! But please come. I am sure it will be very good and
interesting and even helpful.

2

Join Us at the Mission Fair, Sunday, September 15
The Mission Committee is hosting its annual congregational mission fair in the narthex between services on
September 15. This is an opportunity for members to let other folks know about their favorite outreach
projects here in Bloomington, as well as nationwide and throughout the world. No solicitation of funds
takes place (although exhibitors can provide information about donating), so you can just stop by the tables
and browse through the displays and the information.
If you would like to reserve table space at the fair, or if you haven’t participated in previous years and have
any questions, please contact Dawn Bakken (debakken@msn.com) by Monday, September 9.

A Visit from Our Mission Partners at Living Waters Lutheran Church
On Sunday, September 22, Pastor Jack and Lisa Russell will be visiting St. Thomas from Cherokee, North
Carolina. Pastor Jack will preside and preach at both services, and we’ll welcome the family back to St.
Thomas at a reception between the services. Please plan to stay after the early service or come early for
the 11 a.m. service.

Creation Care Month
For the past three years we have celebrated Creation Care during the month of September. Lyle and the
Worship Committee designed worship around different creation themes. The Creation Care Team worked
with the Worship Committee to have hands on props to demonstrate our concern for the earth.
Since we are without a full time pastor, this year in September we will remember the creation through
temple talks each week. Themes will be centered about numerous activities in which we can be involved:
recycling, composting, sustainable gardening, and Solar for All.
Solar for All is a program whereby lower income home owners can get solar panels installed on their roofs
by a volunteer team. A Solar for All fundraiser will be held on Friday, September 13th at Harmony School
where you can bring your family to learn to Contra Dance. Tickets are available from Kathleen Boggess or
Paul Leber for $10 for adults. Families get in for $25. It will be a fun event that starts at 8 pm. Cards are
available on the Welcome Table to serve as a reminder.
The Creation Care Team continues to talk about how we as individuals, and we as a church, can lower our
carbon footprint. Watch for handouts on the Welcome Table and bulletin boards for ideas.

A Visit from our sponsored missionary, Karen
Anderson
On July 30 we welcomed Karen Anderson, ELCA Global
Missionary in Chile and director of EPES International
Training Program. Karen gave an informal talk over lunch
and a power point presentation about her work and
program development which addresses healthcare needs
and health education among communities in Chile. This
program has been so successful in training community
health workers that it has expanded into African nations as
well.
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One of the many methods utilized in reaching
out and sharing health information is by
hanging items on a clothesline to spark
conversation! Karen illustrated that with a
paper clothesline hung in Community Hall.
The health education program in Chile is
founded in the philosophy of Paulo Freire—
who wrote in his book, Pedagogy of the
Oppressed, “Education either functions as an
instrument which is used to facilitate
integration of the younger generation into the
logic of the present system and bring about conformity or it becomes the practice of freedom, the means
by which men and women deal critically and creatively with reality and discover how to participate in the
transformation of their world.”

The Sister Parish and Mission committees held fundraisers in August to support our goal of bringing a
delegation from Chichipate to Bloomington next year. We are still tallying the proceeds, so look for more
details next month. Many thanks to all who participated in these activities! If you have other fundraising
ideas or opportunities, please talk to a member of the Sister Parish Committee.

Art RE‐Sale Thanks!
I am writing to thank everyone who participated in the “Art REsale: From Our Collection to Yours” event on
August 18. So many people from three congregations and beyond generously donated art from their
collections and their time and talent in managing and volunteering for this event. For all of you I am deeply
grateful!
I want to send special thanks to Kaye Hill, Dawn Bakken, Gabe Colman, and Melanie Pennington, who were
with us every step of the way in donating art, setting up, pricing, selling, and packing up. Dawn also secured
a $250.00 grant from Thrivent for advertising. Thanks also to Arlene Press who was on the planning
committee and Susan Krieg for being our St Thomas point person.
This event is important on many levels. These numbers are not final, but St Thomas made around $1300.00.
Of this, $900.00 will go for our South to North 2020 Delegation and $400.00 will go to Living Waters in
Cherokee, North Carolina. Beth Shalom made $550.00, University Baptist made $200.00, and The
Bloomington Refugee Support Network made $260.00. So many people mentioned to us how they are
grateful to St. Thomas for our ecumenical focus, and the fact that we love and support our neighbors and
the world.
As a member of the Mission Committee, I want to thank St Thomas for hosting this unifying event.
Sincerely,
Suzanne Halvorson
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From Naomi Sveholm: August 26 was the first day of teacher meetings and it started in a panic. At 8:15 I
got an email saying the babysitter, who was scheduled for her first day with us, had thrown out her
shoulder and couldn’t come. After a frantic hour and a half of phone calls and messages to seemingly
everyone who could possibly help us with child care, a regular babysitter and friend rescued us in time for
us both to attend the second of the Monday meetings. While I could not attend the first meeting,
throughout the day person after person was in touch, including a couple people I’ve not met from a
Bratislava mother’s Facebook group.
An inauspicious start to the new school year. And yet also full of grace and community. A microcosm of life
itself, perhaps.
Summer isn’t over, says the weather. Sweat drips down our backs and three plus liters of water a day isn’t
enough. Fans and an ice pack in bed help, but it’s still very sticky.
The school year’s opening church service is 9am on September 2. Five grades return (and start).
This year brings many changes. The baby celebrated his first birthday a few weeks ago (we had a virtual
birthday party with family online) and is walking and climbing everywhere, including up to the windowsill
the other day. Our kids have friends in the new pastor’s children, ages 4 and 1.5, 6 months younger than
our oldest and 6 months older than our youngest. At a recent dinner, the older boys tore through the
house like tornadoes (police and burglars). The two four-year-olds will start preschool soon, assuming our
application is accepted.
Nick will be teaching the new fifth year students as they prepare for their English graduation exams. English
alone has three intensive pieces, including an evaluation of reading and grammar, writing, and speaking
knowledgeably about literature and other classroom topics, all in English (they do the same in Slovak and
2+ other subjects of their choice). I will teach conversation classes this year (approximately 1/4 time) and
also act as communications coordinator between teachers/schools and the ELCA, a less time-specific role
than classroom teacher (except for several site visits and trainings throughout the year), but already
proving full of details and flurries of conversations and emails.
As always, we appreciate your support. Knowing that people are praying for us is so helpful in times of
transition and busy-ness. We are still looking for regular reliable childcare and hoping for good health and a
transition into school that is as smooth as possible. Please keep these specifics in your prayers.
Thank you. God’s blessings to you this September.
***
Nick and Naomi are teaching in Slovakia with the kids as representatives of ELCA's Global Mission program.
They've asked the people of St. Thomas to contribute towards their paperwork and transportation
expenses; if you'd like to contribute, just mark SVEHOLM on the memo line of your check to St. Thomas.
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The property committee hosts a church work day at St Thomas each month typically on the first
Saturday of the month from 10 am to noon. We have a great group of people that help each month but we
could use a few more to keep St Thomas in great condition. It’s only one Saturday per month and only for 2
hours, plus it is a great opportunity to get to know other church members. If you are willing to join the
property committee and help us maintain the church, then please contact Sam Eichmiller at 812.797.2807
(call/text) or sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com or contact the church office.
St Thomas has three wooden beams leftover from our last renovation. Two of the engineered wooden
beams are 7” by 7.5” by 15’. The other beam is 5” by 5” by 7’8”. We need to find a good home for these,
hopefully quickly. If any member is interested in these for free or a donation, please contact Sam Eichmiller
at 812.797.2807 (call/text) or email sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com or contact the church office. If no one
requests these soon, we will try to donate them to Habitat for Humanity ReStore.

Prayer Chain
We would love to have someone be a leader of a prayer chain and welcome all who would like to
participate in a prayer chain. This is separate from names being included in the Prayers of the Church
during worship services. A person desiring prayer can request to be included in one or the other or both.
The main task of a prayer chain leader is to field the prayer requests and then pass them on to others in the
prayer chain, usually via email, or possibly by phone call.
There are a few guidelines and etiquette to consider with a prayer chain. Susan Krieg in the office has some
information on those considerations. Please contact Susan (332-5252) or (susank@stlconline.org) with your
interest in being involved with a prayer chain.

The St. Thomas Adult Choir warmly invites members of our community to join us in rehearsal and
singing in worship services. The choir is made up of musicians from a rich variety of backgrounds and
welcomes members of all levels of experience. Rehearsals are Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, and we alternate
singing at 8:30 and 11:00 services. If you are interested in joining or have any questions please contact
Katie Gardiner, Choral Director, at kegardin@iu.edu, or feel free to come to a rehearsal.

Garden News: With 17 out of 40 plots reporting on the chart in the narthex, 158 pounds of produce have
been donated to Mother Hubbard's Cupboard.
Thanks to the donations of a table and chairs from Bob Cutter, and an umbrella stand from Bruce & Susan
Colston, garden workers and visitors to the garden now have a nice place to rest and enjoy the view!
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Please note the following address changes:
Lois Hamilton
3607 South Heirloom Dr. Room 349 Bloomington, IN 47401 Ph: 812 668 7097
Margrethe O'Connor 800 N Bell Trace Circle Apt 212 Bloomington, IN 47408 Ph: 812-361-1767
Bob Cutter 800 N Bell Trace Circle Apt 113 Bloomington, IN 47408
Lois Selk
800 N Bell Trace Circle Apt 315 Bloomington, IN 47408

9/2 Haley Garl, Sandy Pankow,
Kristopher Ratzburg
9/5 Barb Unger
9/8 Mia Arterberry, Richard
Zellers
9/9 Andrew Goldsworthy, Karen
Blaisdell
9/11 John Steele

9/12 David Nixon, Melissa
Watters
9/13 Jeff Schacht
9/15 Lois Selk
9/18 Arno Risner
9/20 Gloria Hitchcock
9/21 Marilyn Harder
9/23 Matthew Bourkland

9/26 Lissa May, Charles Gallick
9/28 Amy Balcam
9/10 Lynn & Ute Coyne
48th Wedding Anniversary

Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing: susank@stlconline.org
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Worship Volunteers
SEPT 8
8:30 AM
ASST MINISTER Natalie Schacht
Mike Laros
LECTOR
Lilly Rademacher
ACOLYTE
David Ellies
SERVER
J/M Doering
USHERS
J/J Bush
GREETERS
CRUCIFER

SEPT 22
8:30 AM
Lindsey Smith
Kent Unger
Max Arterberry
Judy Bush
F/ML Nierzwicki
C/S Arterberry

SEPT 29
8:30 AM
Sonja Dorr Binder
David Ellies
Matthew Schacht
Letty Newkirk
J/M Doering
Shirley Mingee

G Moehlmann

D/A Balcam

Tom Strentz

M/C Braun
Dean Arnold
Dawn Bakken

D/M Watters
Sam Eichmiller
Ronna Papesh

SEPT 22*
11:00 AM
Amy Balcam
Susan Hiller
Sophia Rust
Tim Smith
Phil/Lissa May
K McDonald

OCT 6
11:00 AM
Gail Seegert
Jerry Smith
Kenna Dimick
Betty Smith
McDonald/Ohslund Baurle/Filiatrault
Ruth Rives
N Chadburn

F/ML Nierzwicki

BREAD/WINE
COUNCIL CO

M/J Laros
Haley Garl
Cindy Gallien
Frank Nierzwicki
Ashley Ahlbrand Tim Smith
Shirley Mingee
Margaret Harter

SEPT 8*
11:00 AM
ASST MINISTER Tim Smith
Cindy Ohslund
LECTOR
Arno Risner
ACOLYTE
Sandy Arnold
SERVER
Filiatrault/Baurle
USHERS
T/J Garl
GREETER
CRUCIFER

OCT 6*
8:30 AM
R Hershberger
Barb Unger
Sophia Rust
Mary Sasse
G/G Laughman
D/L Newkirk

SEPT 15*
8:30 AM
David Rohlfing
Karen Rohlfing
Audrey Knipstein
Drew Balcam
Newkirk/Strentz
Mary Sasse

FLOWERS

ALTAR GUILD

September 8 - October 20, 2019

SEPT 15
11:00 AM
Ashley Ahlbrand
Drew Watters
Sam Polansky
Margaret Harter
P/L May
Jan Sinn

SEPT 29*
11:00 AM
Lyman Hitchcock
David Daleke
Nina Daleke
Dean Arnold

*=choir singing
OCT 13
OCT 20
8:30 AM
8:30 AM
Kris Stewart
Lindsey Smith
Judy Bush
Matt Marsh
Audrey Knipstein Lilly Rademacher
Karlyn Grise
John Bush
L/U Coyne
Strentz/Newkirk
G/G Laughman
David Ellies

K Boggess
T/M Smith
Ashley Ahlbrand Ronna Papesh
G Moehlmann
Dean Arnold

OCT 13*
11:00 AM
Amy Balcam
Kari Esarey
Noah Smith
G Moehlmann
K Hill/D Arnold
J/B Smith

L/U Coyne
M/M Smith
D/A Balcam
Frank Nierzwicki
Liz Gaskins

OCT 20*
11:00 AM
Debbie Witt
Gail Seegert
Sophia Watters
David Daleke
McDonald/Ohslund

G Moehlmann

September 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

5

Worship 8:30 & 11:00
9:45 Education Hour
9:45 Confirmation
Orientation

LABOR DAY/OFFICE
CLOSED

10:30 AM UClub Yoga

9:30 AM Friday Musicale 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
Board
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9

10

11

12

10:30 AM UClub Yoga

6:00 PM St Vincent de
Paul

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

15

16

17

18

19

Worship 8:30 & 11:00
9:45 Education Hour
Mission Fair between
services
Youth Group TBD

7:00 PM Spinner &
Weavers

10:30 AM UClub Yoga

6:00 PM St Vincent de
Paul

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

22

23

24

25

26

Worship 8:30 & 11:00
9:30 Reception for Pr
Jack & Lisa Russell
9:45 Education Hour

Worship 8:30 & 11:00
9:45 Education Hour
3:00 PRENA mtg
Youth Group TBD

10:30 AM UClub Yoga
4:30 PM Earth Care

30

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Sat

7
10:00 AM Property
Committee
10:00 AM Garden Work
Day

6:30 PM Worship
Committee

Worship 8:30 & 11:00
9:45 Education Hour
9:45 Women's Bible
Study
2:00-4:00 God's Work.
Our Hands.
2:30 Bach Cantata
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Fri

6

13

14

20

21

27

28

