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Pastor's Column… 
 Grief is one of the universal human experiences. It is our natural response to loss. While we 
most often associate it with a loved one’s death, grief is also experienced in any number of 
different ways: divorce, losing a job, the end of a friendship, or any other significant loss. We 
grieve because we love and nothing on this earth lasts forever.  
 I remember someone pointing out to me that the path of Christ is not up-and-out, but 
down-and-through. After fasting for forty days, the devil comes to Jesus with some 
“suggestions,” each of which were paths leading up-and-out (all of which he certainly could 
have taken, given that he is the Son of God and all), all of which he rejected. Instead, he 
followed a different way, a way that involved suffering, rejection, humiliation and death and, 
eventually, resurrection.  
 The path of healing from grief is the same as the one Jesus chose and the one on which he 
invites us to follow.  
 The first name given to believers in Jesus in the Bible was not “Christian.” No, they were 
first referred to as those who belong to “the Way,” indicating that we follow Jesus in the Way 
he walked, suggesting that the journey is at least as important as the destination. In our grief 
Christ invites us to follow him on a path of down-and-through, not up-and-out, knowing that he 
has been there before and will remain by our side throughout the journey. 
 That is one of the things I thought of when we chose the theme for Lenten midweek 
services: Grief on the Way. In the journey of grief, we are following the same path, walking in 
the same Way that Jesus walked. It is a journey of which we cannot see the ending, but one on 
which we also know that God is with us to support and bless us on our way. 
 The origin of this theme for Lent occurred to me, however, when I attended an interim 
pastors meeting at the Indiana-Kentucky Synod office in January; the discussion topic for the 
afternoon was, “Grief in the Interim.” When a pastor leaves a congregation, there is grief, both 
individual and communal.  
 There are many other emotions and dynamics that take place in this period – joy, 
thankfulness, regret, excitement, fear – but these emotions are experienced during grief as 
well. We so often think of grief as a “negative” thing, filled with sorrow and darkness, which it 
certainly can be. At the same time, it can also be marked by joy, thankfulness, regret, 
excitement and fear. We are complicated creatures, fully capable of experiencing sorrow in our 
joy, of celebrating in our grief.  
 Grief on the Way, therefore, speaks of the reality that the journey of grief is a holy one, a 
path that is blessed because we know that Christ accompanies us. Along this path we also 
discover that the rest of life has continued while we attempt to deal with our grief. We are 
always on the way, and this is no truer than when we grieve. 



 This theme also suggests another interpretation. Grief is always on the way. There are 
more losses to come. I had a seminary professor once tell me that life is grief, and that the 
older we get, the more losses we will have experienced. And there is more to come, more on 
the way. This thought may cause us to despair, but it needn’t. It simply is what it is. We are 
people of the truth, you and I, and the truth shall set us free. The path of grief is also a path of 
blessing. When you have a God like ours, even the losses we experience and the grieving that 
we do are potential means of experiencing God’s grace, love and comforting presence. God 
always seeks to bless, and bless he does when we take the path of down-and-through our grief. 
 We will provide more information about the specific topics for each week as we approach 
Ash Wednesday. At this point I would only add that we hope to have some “guest speakers” at 
each service, sharing their experiences of Grief on the Way. I hope you will join us! 
 

Joy and peace on the Way, 
Pastor Darby 
 

Lenten Worship Services 
Feb 26, Ash Wednesday Noon & 7:00 PM 

March 4 (Midweek 1) Noon 
March 11 (Midweek 2) Noon 
March 18 (Midweek 3) Noon 
March 25 (Midweek 4) Noon 

April 1 (Midweek 5) Noon 
April 9, Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM only 
April 10, Good Friday Noon & 7:00 PM 

 

Christian Education 
 

Additional Sunday School Teacher needed for Grade 1-3 Classroom: One of our wonderful 
teachers, Sacha Arterberry, will be traveling for work over this Spring semester and isn’t 
available to teach. If you are interested, you would be rotating with Sarah Fogelman to teach 
this class. Curriculum is provided for you, and preparation is easy! If you are interested in 
helping out approximately a couple of times a month, please contact Amy at 
928aab@gmail.com, or call the church office. 
 
 

Adult Forum 
2 – Saving Jesus 
9 – “How I Reorganized My Life to Meet Emergent Personal and Collective Needs” – Ann  
 Kreilkamp, Green Acres Permaculture Village (see description below) 
16 – Saving Jesus 
23 –open: contact Amy 928aab@gmail.com if you have an idea! 
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Adult Forum on February 9th: HOW I REORGANIZED MY LIFE TO MEET EMERGENT PERSONAL 
AND COLLECTIVE NEEDS” – Ann Kreilkamp, Green Acres 
Permaculture Village, Bloomington 
 

I was like many others of my middle-class generation. Widowed 
for a number of years, I lived in a house by myself and barely 
knew my Green Acres neighbors. Then I took the Permaculture 
Design course, and “all heaven broke loose”! This talk will cover 
the changes I personally made in my life, and how they 
mushroomed, to the point where I am now living in a three-
home, intergenerational permacultural village in Green Acres 
with eight other people. We are growing food, having fun, 
building community, and learning how to transform conflict into 
cooperation while celebrating individuality.  

 

Youth Group 

At a glance: 
February 2 - Souper Bowl collection at each service 
 
February 9 - Bob Ross night! Join us in painting  
happy little trees (and maybe eating some)! 5:30-7:30  
 
 
February 25 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner: 5:30 - 7:30 pm. ALWAYS a good time! Bring your 
family! 
 

 
 Souper Bowl of Caring is on Sunday, February 2nd! Since 1990, 
youth at various churches around the country have been 
participating in Souper Bowl of Caring, inspiring others to collect 
dollars and food weeks leading up to the Big Game. Teaming up with 
local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to local 
charities, changing the nation's largest weekend of football into the 

largest weekend of caring. We will be collecting money only - look for our youth holding 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” bowls at the early and late services to collect money for Monroe 
County United Ministries! 
 

 
Join us on February 25th for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner!  
All are invited by STLC Youth Group to attend the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Dinner, from 5:30-7:30 pm on Tuesday, February 25th. Look for the signup 
in the Narthex if you’d like to help flip pancakes or donate food items. 
Come when you can, leave when you must! 
 



Congratulations to St. Thomas youth Sarah Goldsworthy, who was featured on the front of the 
Herald Times Sports section on January 14th for her excellent gymnastics performance for 
Bloomington North High School! Way to go, Sarah! 
Stages Bloomington, of which several St. Thomas youth are a part, has two events coming up: 

  February 14-16: “John Brown’s Body” (a Civil War play recommended for ages 13 & up) 

  March 5-8: “Matilda: The Musical” 
Check out Stages’ website: https://www.stagesbloomington.org/shows-tickets 
Tickets and showtimes are available at the Buskirk-Chumley Theater Box Office: 
https://bctboxoffice.org/ 
This is a great way for STLC to show support to our youth! 
 
5th – 8th Grade Caving Retreat at Lutheran Hills Outdoor Ministries! Come out for walking and 
crawling tours of Marengo Cave! Lutheran Hills staff will lead students on an adventure that 
includes climbing a waterfall, tromping through the mud in “The Valley of Lost Souls,” crawling 
through “The Masher,” and spending the night in the cave! This event takes place Saturday, 
March 21 starting at 9:30 am – Sunday, March 22 ending at 1 pm. To register, contact Kathy 
Roberts at (812) 988-2519 or kathy@lomik.org. 
 

 

 
 

Spiritual Growth Groups 
 
Intergenerational Knitting: Fiber Arts Spiritual Growth Group Have you 
ever wanted to make your own scarf? How about mittens? All those 
interested in learning how to knit are welcome to our Fiber Arts 
meeting on Saturday, February 8th from 10 am - 12 pm in room 16/17.  
 

Needles and yarn will be available but if you have your own, feel free 
to bring them. Snacks and drinks will be served and good conversation is always plenty!  
 

Questions? Contact Leah Iversen (812)320-2017 

https://www.stagesbloomington.org/shows-tickets
https://bctboxoffice.org/
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Please join us for the Euchre-ists Spiritual Growth Group on 
Friday, 2/28/20 and Friday, 4/3/20 at 6:30. We will play some 
euchre, have some good food and some fellowship. Please 
bring your own drinks and a snack to share. More information is 
available from Sam Eichmiller at 812.797.2807 (text preferred).  
 

 

Mission & Ministry New

The Mission Committee Would Like to Affirm That a Warm Coat is Very 
Important  
 

During December, worshipers at St. Thomas donated a mountain of coats, scarves, hats, and 
mittens for schoolchildren in Indianapolis. Justin Rust, a member of the Mission Committee, 
identified this need – he has a friend who teaches at the school – and the Sinn family delivered 
the goods. Resurrection Lutheran Church in Indianapolis also got in on the project, so this 
winter is warmer and safer for hundreds of schoolchildren.  
 
In December, on your behalf, the Mission Committee sent a check to a refugee jobs program in 
Istanbul – we’re connected to them through the Ogan family. Also on your behalf we sent a 
$100 check to the Bloomington Refugee Support Network. Diane Legomsky, executive director 
of the BRSN, writes:  

“...we've just used it to help an immigrant (who has been through a truly awful 
trauma), to use for her attorney consultation fee about asylum. With that one 
kindness ... you've changed a person's life. She e-mailed to say she now knows 
exactly what she has to do, and is so grateful, and calm.” 

 
We donated money to New Hope for Families to buy Christmas gifts for a family of four, and 
you kept right on supporting New Hope with the paper towels, boxes of cereal, and other 
household supplies that you bring in every Sunday. You also gave generously to the MCUM 
food pantry. And let’s not forget to mention the MUSH tree, decorated with mittens, 
underwear, hats and socks. It’s THE essential December decor item for our narthex! 
 
Used clothing, a modest check, paper towels, mittens, a few Christmas gifts – we give and give 
and give these small things, even though we all know how profoundly injustice and poverty can 
weigh down the souls of our neighbors. But what seems small to us can make an important 
difference in someone else’s life.  So – thanks, everybody. Keep up the good work. And, if you 
feel a nudge our way, there’s room for you on the Mission Committee. 
 
Pamela Smith, on behalf of the Mission Committee: Dawn Bakken (chair), Suzanne Halvorson, 
Kaye Hill, Chris Ogan, Carol Seaman, Jan Sinn, Tom Sinn, Pamela Smith, Darby Lawrence [ex 
officio] 

 

 



From Naomi Sveholm in Bratislava, Slovakia 
 

2019 seems a distant past as we rushed through the holidays (Christmas, Anniversary, Birthday, 
New Year, Back-to-School), slowing down only for a cold that made its way through the house. 
Now one more milestone: end of the first semester (grades due January 22). 
 
Central Europe Teachers are in transition as schools and teachers decide whether to stay or 
move on to the next stage. The Regional Representative and I have already had six sets of 
interviews for hopeful CET candidates and it’s an odd balance we look for: teacher, Christian, 
traveler, personality that fits. Which one is most important and what balance do we strike 
when one quality or another is less present? Who will rise to the challenge despite being 
untested in one area or another? In which location would they be most successful and, most 
importantly, will they fill a need the schools have and just plain FIT there? 
 
This challenge is typical for those who have interviewed potential employees before, but it’s 
new to me and I’m glad for a good interviewing partner and video chat to see faces. I’ve 
enjoyed the challenges in my new role (though I wish reliable child care were not still a 
challenge) and look forward to continuing with it at least one more academic year. 
 
Bratislava has had just two dustings of snow, though the boys have both very much enjoyed the 
little snow we’ve had. We also had a two-week January visit from my dad, who helped 
tremendously through yet another round of colds and testing/grading season. We’ve been so 
grateful to have him here - he even joined the choir one Sunday! (I’ve been singing tenor semi-
regularly to make up for the lack of male voices in our small congregation.) In short, we are 
having a busy but interesting winter. 
 
We thank you always for your thoughts, prayers, and support. 
 
*** 
Nick and Naomi are teaching in Slovakia with the kids as representatives of ELCA's Global 
Mission program. They've asked the people of St. Thomas to contribute towards their 
continuing transportation, and child care expenses; if you'd like to contribute, just mark 
SVEHOLM on the memo line of your check to St. Thomas. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
We are just shy of the 30th anniversary of our linkage with Sister Parish in Guatemala. 
Sister Parish is an organization that links North American Churches with churches in 
Central America. It is a Solidarity organization that creates a Christian bond between our 
respective churches and communities. Our linkage is with Iglesia Santo Domingo de 
Guzman, Chichipate Parish of San Pedro, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala. 

 
Our prayers and love are needed now more than ever as we contemplate a South to 
North Delegation in the near future. With Sister Parish we have delegations travel from 
both North to South and South to North. This relationship in important for many reasons 
and we are needing to spread the word and look for new St Thomas members to become 
excited about our mission with our Sisters and Brothers in Guatemala. 

 
Attached is a letter from a recent visit of our representative, Brian Tyler, in Guatemala.  
Please watch for more details about our up-coming South to North delegation plans, and 
please pray for our mission as we move forward, and consider joining our Sister Parish 
Interest Group. 

 
In gratitude,  
Suzanne Halvorson 
Mission Committee Member 

      
 Community Visit Report Sister Parish, Inc. 
 

Community Visited: Chichipate 
Staff Person Responsible: Brian Tyler Date of Report: January 9, 2020 
Date of Visit: December 20, 2019 
 

I. Community Members Present 
 
Luis Bac- President, past south to north delegate, Sister Parish Committee President Luis 
Adolfo- Director of Computer Lab 
Maria Maquin- past south to north delegate Maria Choc 
Emilio - Church Elder Group leader Pedro Tiul- past south to north delegate Notrato- president 
of church construction 
 

II. Greetings 
 
Maria Maquin- The women of the community met to discuss projects that would benefit us. But 
we were not helped after the meeting to put the projects in March. If I knew how to read and 



write I would do it myself. So we are stuck. We need to tell more of our story, but daily we are 
forgotten. It is not only in the past, but today we need to be heard. 
 

III. Information from Sister Parish Committee Church Construction 

 The construction project has advanced to the foundation phase. The columns 
are being fabricated and the church is planning to set them in the coming 
months. The construction project is still not fully funded but the congregation 
is continuing to provide funding as the project progresses. Photos attached 

 
Involvement of Women 

 The committee of Chichipate wants to find ways to involve women more in the 
linkage. The language barrier (most women speak very little Spanish) should 
not be the greatest barrier to entry for the women, because they are more 
than willing to participate. The biggest barrier is finding a woman that does 
speak Spanish to take more of a role in interpreting. The committee in 
Chichipate understands the importance of this for the growth of the linkage. 
On my next visit I plan to sit down with the women and have a meeting more 
focused on what they want to discuss. 

 
Potential South to North 

 We discussed the possibility of a South to North 2020 or 2021. We discussed 
the importance of the delegation being composed of half women and half 
men, having delegates with previous experience within the linkage, and the 
need to involve other people in the wider Santo Domingo Guzman church. 

 
St. Thomas Church Leadership 

 The committee sends prayers to the new St. Thomas leader. They are 
interested in getting to know the new pastor. Is there a biography that you can 
provide to the committee? 

 
Migration 

 The community is beginning to see the effects of migration. More youth are 
beginning to talk about possibly migrating. However, as of now Chichipate has 
not seen a lot of migration. There are surrounding communities that do 
continue to deal with this theme in more intimate terms. 

 
Words from Notrato- We do not lack resources, we lack capital to exploit the resources that we 
have. I am very interested in the topic of immigration. It would be nice to have contact with the 
US Embassy in Guatemala to discuss ways to exploit our resources without destroying it. This 
would help people prosper without having to leave their places of origin. It would also help us 
to have information on how to finance these ideas. 

IV. Project Update 
 
Computer Lab Project 

 The computer lab continues to function and serve the youth in the 
community. It is dealing with the lack of financial support from the municipal 



government and therefore does not have a contracted instructor. Adolfo Bac is 
serving as an instructor and director of the project. This is concerning because 
it may not be sustainable to function in this manner. 

 
The program will hopefully be legalized in 2020. The visit was centered mostly on the 
delegation evaluation, which you can see as an email attachment along with this report, and 
plans the committee would like to explore for future interactions with St. Thomas community 
members. 
 

V. Necessary Follow-Up by SP Staff, Northern or Southern Community 
- Northern community: Plan South to North delegation. Send information about 

new pastor 
- Southern community: Continue to work on improving projects and 

organization within the community. 
 Staff: Assist in planning for future south to north and communications 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

Mission: Sister Parish exists to foster mutual understanding and commitment to peace and justice 
among people in the United States and Central America. This objective is pursued through 
intentional linking between churches and Christian communities in the United States and Central 
America. Delegations travel to the North and South with home stays as an essential aspect in 
enhancing awareness and understanding, and in nurturing closer relationships. 
 
Vision: 
Consciousness-Raising: We will seek to transform the world by sharing each other´s 
experiences so that we can better understand and overcome the sources of injustice and 
oppression. 
Solidarity: By putting ourselves in the reality of others and by building an interdependent 
community of brothers and sisters within and among countries, we promote mutual respect 
and dignity for all people, advocate for human rights, and work for social and economic justice 
for all. 
Reconciliation: We will live in peace with one another by finding the courage to recognize our 
own failings and to forgive each other despite the history of violence. 
Ecumenism: We will accept each other and respect each other´s beliefs and practices, as we 
unite to work together so that all may share equally in the fullness of God´s creation. 



10 
 

 
 
Calling all drivers! One of our regular attenders is in need of 
transportation to and from the late church service. Can you 
help out? If we have enough people, we could start a 
rotation! If you are interested in helping, please contact Amy 
Balcam at 928aab@gmail.com or (812) 325-3938. 
 
 

 
 
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing: susank@stlconline.org 
 
 
 

 February Birthdays  
 
Feb 2    Terry Elkins, Yvonne Leber 
Feb 3    Dave Belbutoski 
Feb 4    Eliot Smith   
Feb 5    Lois Hamilton, Mary Rust  
Feb 6    Marian Baughman, Liz Gaskins 
Feb 8    Julia Bourkland, Nathan Pratt 
Feb 9    Sara Johnson, Amanda Madsen  
Feb 10  Antonia Daleke, Matthew Schacht 

Feb 11   Darrell Boggess 
Feb 17   Ronna Papesh 
Feb 18   Lia Marsh  
Feb 20   Bob Ellis 
Feb 21   Brenna Madsen 
Feb 23   Erin Wyatt 
Feb 24   Isaak Fogleman 
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FEB 9* FEB 16 FEB 23* MAR 1 MAR 8* MAR 15 MAR 22*

8:30 AM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM         8:30 AM 8:30 AM

ASST MINISTER Natalie Schacht Kris Stewart Sonja Dorr Binder Natalie Schacht R Hershberger Sonja Dorr Binder David Rohlfing

LECTOR David Ellies Pauline Caldwell David Rohlfing Mike Laros Carl Ziegler Karlyn Grise Del Newkirk

ACOLYTE Molly Wyatt Matthew Schacht Kenna Dimick Audrey Knipstein Sophia Watters Molly Wyatt Matthew Schacht

SERVER David Ellies Drew Balcam M Knipstein Letty Newkirk Barb Unger Mary Sasse Judy Bush

USHERS L /U Coyne G/G Laughman F/ML Nierzwicki L/U Coyne F/ML Nierzwicki Strentz/Newkirk G/G Laughman

GREETERS Kathleen Boggess M/C Braun Carl Ziegler Shirley Mingee G/G Laughman K/B Unger David Ellies

CRUCIFER M Knipstein

FLOWERS D/L McNabb           NO                 FLOWERS             DURING             LENT     LENT 

            XXX            XXX            XXX           XXX

BREAD/WINE Karlyn Grise D/A Balcam D/M Watters D/K Boggess T/ M Smith D/L Newkirk T/J Sinn

COUNCIL CO Ronna Papesh Tom Sinn Judy Bush Sam Eichmiller Tom Sinn Cindy Gallien Dean Arnold

Liz Gaskins Liz Gaskins Dean Arnold Ashley Ahlbrand Liz Gaskins Liz Gaskins Liz Gaskins

ALTAR GUILD Shirley Mingee Cindy Gallien Jean Brown Barb Unger Ute Coyne Cindy Gallien Shirley Mingee

Betty Smith Pauline Caldwell Jan Sinn Margaret Harter Gail Seegert Jan Sinn Betty Smith

FEB 9 FEB 16* FEB 23* MAR 1* MAR 8 MAR 15* MAR 22

11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM

ASST MINISTER Amy Balcam Tim Smith Ashley Ahlbrand Mike Witt Lyman Hitchcock Ashley Ahlbrand Tim Smith

LECTOR Kari Esarey Peter Iversen Sarah Ratzburg Gail Seegert Jerry Smith Susan Hiller Lyman Hitchcock

ACOLYTE Koral Dimick Sophia Watters Irene Fogleman Sam Polansky Truman Daleke Kenna Dimick Noah Smith

SERVER Dean Arnold Margaret Harter Mary T- Smith Lyman Hitchcock David Daleke Betty Smith Chris Ogan

USHERS Filiatrault/Baurle McDonald/Ohslund Phil / Lissa May D Arnold/ K Hill McDonald/Ohslund Phil /Lissa May Filiatrault/Baurle

GREETER Ruth Rives Melissa Watters Karen Rohlfing J/B Smith R/N Nye Ruth Rives Gail Seegert

CRUCIFER Mary T-Smith

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS  FEB 9- MAR 22    *=Choir



 
 

 
February  2020 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  

8:30 & 11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School; MEF 
Committee; Saving Jesus 
2:30 Bach Cantata 

3  
6:00 pm Bootcamp 

4  

6:30 Worship Committee 
 

5  

9:30 am Friday Musicale 
Board 
 

6  

6:00 pm Bootcamp 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 
 

7  
 

8  

10:00 am Fiber Arts SGG 
 

9  

8:30 & 11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School; 
Adult Forum; Women's 
bible study 
5:30 Youth Group 
 

10  
6:00 pm Bootcamp 

11  
6:45 Mission Committee 

12  
6:00 pm St Vincent de 
Paul 

13  

6:00 pm Bootcamp 
6:00 pm Finance 
Committee 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 
 

14  15  
 

16  

8:30 & 11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School: 
Saving Jesus 
12:30 Council Meeting 
1:-3:00 League of Women 
Voters 
 

17 
6:00 pm Bootcamp  

7:00 pm Spinners & 
Weavers 

18  

9:00 am Property 
Committee 
 

19  
 

20  

6:00 pm Bootcamp 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  

8:30 & 11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
2:00-4:00 Milkweed 
Workshop 
3:00-4:15 Pipers 
 

24  

6:00 pm Bootcamp 
 

25  

5:30-7:30 Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper 
6:30 pm Creation Care 
Workshop 
 
 

26 Ash Wednesday 

 

12 noon  Worship  
6:00 pm St Vincent de 
Paul 

7:00 pm Worship 

27 
6:00 pm Bootcamp  
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal 
 

28  
6:30 Euchre-ists SGG 

29  
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