
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 22, 2020 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We are pleased that you are with us today!  
 

Bold type = congregational response  
 

— A TIME OF PREPARATION – 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Silence for reflection 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN   Amazing grace, How Sweet the Sound    ELW#779 



 
 

 
 
 



– LITURGY OF THE WORD – 
 

*GREETING  
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
  of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 
 A: Lord, have mercy.  
 C: Lord, have mercy. 
 A: Christ, have mercy. 
 C: Christ, have mercy. 
 A: Lord, have mercy. 
 C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P: The Lord be with you.   
 C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  
By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our 
hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 FIRST LESSON                      1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected  

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons." 2Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the 
LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD.' 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you."  
 

 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders 
of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 
5He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves 
and come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
 6When they came, Samuel looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's 
anointed is now before the LORD." 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 



appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one." 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD 
chosen this one." 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these."  
 

 11Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains 
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send 
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." 12He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." 13Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 

L:  Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 23 (spoken responsively, assisting minister/congregation) 

 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
SECOND LESSON                                                                           Ephesians 5:8-14 
 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as  children of  

light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 
10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 
mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
"Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

 



 L: Word of God. Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                                    John 9:1-41, NRSV, emended 
 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the ninth chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. The disciples asked him,  
"Rabbi, whose sin led to this man's blindness, his own or his parents'?" Jesus 
answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God's power might be shown in his healing. We must carry out God's work 
while it is daylight; darkness is coming when no one can work. As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world." 

  

After saying this, Jesus spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread it on the man's eyes while saying to him, "Go wash in the pool of 
Siloam," (which means Sent). He went and washed, and came back able to see. 
 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 
"Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is the 
same man." Others were saying, "No, it is someone who looks like him." The 
healed man kept saying, "I am the man!" But, the people kept asking him, 
"Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' 
Then I went and washed and received the ability to see." They said to him, 
"Where is this Jesus?" He replied, "I do not know." 
 

The man who had been blind was brought before the Pharisees. As it was a 
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened the man's eyes, the 
Pharisees began to ask him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my 
eyes; then I washed, and now I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This healer is 
no man of God as he does not observe the Sabbath." Others said, "But how can 
one who is a sinner perform such signs?" So the Pharisees were of divided 
opinion. Therefore, they asked the blind man again, "What do you say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened." The healed man replied, "He is a prophet." 
 

The Pharisees did not believe that the man had been blind and then received 



his sight until they summoned his parents and questioned them: "Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" The parents 
answered, "We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But we do 
not know how it is that now he sees— nor do we know who opened his eyes.  
Ask him; he is of age. He can speak for himself!" The parents said this because 
they were afraid of these religious leaders, who had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus as the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. This is why the parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 
 

So, for the second time the Pharisees summoned the man who had been born 
blind, and they said to him, "Give the glory to God!  We know that the one who 
restored your sight is a sinner." The healed man answered, "I do not know 
whether or not he is a sinner. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I see!" 
They said to him, "What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?" He 
answered, "I have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you 
want to hear it again?  Do you also want to become his disciples?" Then they 
scolded him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from." The healed man retorted, "This is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but does listen to one who worships and 
obeys him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing." The Pharisees answered, "You are trying to teach us? You, who were 
born in total sin?" Then, they expelled him from the synagogue. 
 

Jesus heard that the Pharisees had ousted the man from the synagogue so he 
went looking for him. Upon finding him, Jesus asked, "Do you believe in the 
Son of Man? The fellow replied, "Who is he, sir? Tell me so that I may believe in 
him." Jesus said, "You have seen him; the one speaking to you  now is he." The 
man said, "Lord! I believe!" And he bowed down before Jesus. Jesus then said, "I 
came into this world for judgement--so that those who do not see may see, and 
those who are sighted may become blind." Some of the Pharisees nearby heard 
this and said to Jesus, "Surely, you do not think we are blind, do you!" Jesus 
replied, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin. But, since you say, 
'We see,' your sin remains." 

 

 P: The Gospel of our Lord! 
      C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

  SERMON                        Rev. Joan Smoke 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY        The King of Love My Shepherd Is         ELW #502 
 



 



— RESPONSES TO THE WORD — 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
 A: Let us confess our faith. 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human family that 
is in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear. Hear our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are 

sick, support and protect their families and friends from being infected. Hear 
our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come  

together, working to control and eliminate the coronavirus. Hear our cry, O 
God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all diseases,  

malaria, dengue, HIV & AIDS, and others that create suffering and often 
result in death for many people. Hear our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Heal our self-centeredness and indifference that makes us worry only when 



the virus threatens us, open ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily 
ignore our neighbor. Hear our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the medical  

profession: care-givers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit 
themselves to caring for the sick and their families. Hear our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing a 

vaccine. Hear our cry, O God, 
C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due 

to shut-downs, quarantines, closed borders, and other restrictions. Protect 
and guard all those who must travel. Hear our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Guide the leaders of the nations that they speak the truth, halt the spread 

of misinformation and act with justice so that all your family may know 
healing. Hear our cry, O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds, and 

in the midst of turmoil, give us hope and peace. Hear our cry, O God, 
C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Hold in your gentle embrace all who have died and who will die this day. 

Comfort their loved ones in their despair. Hear our cry, O God, 
C: Listen to our prayer. 
A: Remember all your family, the entire human race, and all your creation, in 

your love. 
C: Amen. 

  Concluding petition:  
 P:  According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as  
  we commend them to you, through Christ our Lord. 
 C:  Amen. 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who 
  calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 C: Amen. 
 P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have  

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 



by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for  
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C:  And also with you. 
 
 OFFERING     
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button to  
 provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to our address  
 found on the last page of this bulletin. 
  
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray. Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as  

friends. Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have 
given us to share, that all people may know your peace through Jesus 
Christ, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

– LITURGY OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST – 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join   
  their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full  
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

http://www.stlconline.org/


*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  

 C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
 P: God's love is poured out in Christ for you. 
  Open yourselves to receive it. 
 
  AGNUS DEI 
 P: Lamb of God,  
 C: you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING  C: Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 A: Let us pray. O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we  

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but 
only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C:  Amen.  
 

*BENEDICTION   
 P: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. 
  Holy God, speaking, spoken and inspiring,  
  + bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and peace. 
 C: Amen.  
 
*SENDING HYMN     Be Thou My Vision      ELW #793 



 
 
*DISMISSAL 
 A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

+++ 
 
MINISTERS SERVING TODAY  
Presider: Rev. Joan Smoke 
Assisting Minister: Amy Bartleson Balcam 
Organist: Mike Powell 
 

 
 



ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
3800 East Third Street             
Bloomington, Indiana 47401        Pr. Darby Lawrence, Interim Pastor  

revdarby@gmail.com   
Phone: (812) 332-5252              Susan Krieg, Administrator 
Office Hours 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                   susank@stlconline.org 
www.stlconline.org           Minnie Miller, Records Manager
                               officestaff@stlconline.org 

      Amy Bartleson Balcam, Minister of Youth & Christian Nurture 
                       aab0928@yahoo.com 

Mike Powell, Director of Music and Organist 
Katie Gardiner, Adult Choir Director 

Melissa de Graaf, Children's Choir Director 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Iglesia Santo Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala 
 
in covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
314 Rose Avenue    
Bloomington, Indiana 47401  
 

www.lcmiu.org                   
Email: lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are  

Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 
 

 
 

 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and 

celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
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