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We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and 

celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
 



THE SERVICE at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 Bold type = congregational response  
 

— A TIME OF PREPARATION — 
  

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  A: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new  

life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your 
image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised 
pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to 
still waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus' wounded side, and on 
this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our Lord, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

 C: Amen. 
 

– LITURGY OF THE WORD  – 
 

*GREETING 
 A: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  
  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

*OPENING DIALOG (written by former pastor, Rev. Walt Johnson) 
 

 A: We are gathered in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. We gather to be fed by the Word and nourished in the Holy 
Meal— as has been our privilege for sixty years. 

 C: We meet in gratitude to God for the gift of Christ Jesus and for the   
renewing power of the resurrection. 

  



 A: We thank the Spirit of God for leading and walking with us through all  
  the past years; through times of joy, growth and vitality in mission, and  
  through difficult seasons of stress and discouragement. 
 C: We are grateful to the Lord of the Church for calling and equipping    

faithful pastors, lay-leaders and tireless volunteers to support our 
ministries over the years. 

 A: We especially honor God for the work of Lutheran Campus Ministry, which  
had its beginning in our midst. 

 C: We are thankful that this congregation has also been led to reach out to  
  all sorts and conditions of God's children— seekers and faithful disciples  
  from every walk of life. 
 A: Let us ask God to lead us into the days and years ahead with Resurrection  

Hope— building on what has been, with a vision of what can be, and 
confident that God's every promise will be fulfilled. 

 C: Send us, loving God, into your future— empowered by forgiving grace,  
encouraged by your promise that all things will work together for good 
for those who love the Lord. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 A: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe  

and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith 
in you and receive the fullness of Christ's blessing, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 FIRST LESSON                 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the people:  

22"You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, handed over 
to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 
its power. 25For David says concerning him, 'I saw the Lord always before me, 
who is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was 
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For you 
will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience 
corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me 
full of gladness with your presence.' 29"Fellow Israelites, I may say to you 
confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that God would put one of his descendants on his 



throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, 
saying, 'He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.' 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses."  

 

 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 PSALM 16  
 

1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
 I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord,  
 my good above all other." 

2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
 upon those who are noble among the people. 

3But those who run after other gods 
 shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
 never take their names upon my lips. 

5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
8I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
11You will show me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
 and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
SECOND LESSON                                                       1 Peter 1:3-9  
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By whose great mercy  

we have been given a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer 
various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith— being more precious 
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire— may be found to result in 



praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have 
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                                                       John 20:19-31, NRSV, emended 
 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 When it was evening on that first day of the week [the day of Jesus'  
 resurrection], the doors of the house where the disciples were meeting  were  

locked for fear of the Jewish authorities. But Jesus entered and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven of them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

 

 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus  came.  
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later Jesus' 
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt, but believe." Thomas 
answered, "My Lord and my God! Jesus said to him, "Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe." 

 

 P: The Gospel of our Lord! 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 SERMON                                              Pr. Darby Lawrence 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY       Now the Green Blade Rises       ELW #379 



 
 

Permission to stream and reprint this hymn was obtained from One License with license #A-724450. 

 
— RESPONSES TO THE WORD — 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 



  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C:  And also with you. 
 
 OFFERING     
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button to  
 provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to our address  
 found on the last page of this bulletin. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray. Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a 

celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our 
lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of 
the risen Christ. 

 C: Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the  

people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need.  
A brief silence 
Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in 
different ways. Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to 
respect and cherish our commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
 A: Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and  

convenience over listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care 
for the world you have made so that living things might thrive. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

 C:  hear our prayer. 
 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/


A: Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or  
place of safety. We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for 
all. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
A: Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for  

those isolated physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, 
mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, and all in need. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
 A: Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the  

world, and bless the efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, 
activists for women and children, and relief workers, especially those who 
find themselves in harm's way. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
 A: Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died  

in the faith. Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace you 
have promised. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
    A: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we  

pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
 C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

  
*BENEDICTION   
 A: May the one who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, 

fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, 
Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

*DISMISSAL 
 A: Christ is risen, just as he said.. 
  Go in peace.  Share the good news. Alleluia! 
 C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

+++ 
 

We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness 
to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation. 



For those of you joining us in real time, please follow this link  
to the St. Thomas YouTube channel to partake in virtual communion  

with Pastor Darby immediately after the service. 
 
MEMBERS ASSISTING TODAY:  
Gayl Laughman; The Smith Family- Tim, Mary, Noah, Melody; Susan Hiller; Mike & 
Debbie Witt; The Rust/de Graaf Family- Justin, Melissa, Sophia, Mary; The Iversen 
Family- Peter, Leah, Elaina, Eliza;.     
  
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Karlyn Grise in memory of her 
parents, Alice and Karl Knudsen, and by Jerry & Betty Smith in honor of family 
April birthdays. 
 

The flower vases used today in honor of our congregation's anniversary, are 
original to the first sanctuary, the area now known as Heritage Hall. 
 

 
ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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Office Hours 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                     susank@stlconline.org 
www.stlconline.org          Minnie Miller, Records Manager 

officestaff@stlconline.org 
      Amy Bartleson Balcam, Minister of Youth & Christian Nurture 
                       aab0928@yahoo.com 

Mike Powell, Director of Music and Organist 
Katie Gardiner, Adult Choir Director 

Melissa de Graaf, Children's Choir Director 
 

Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of the Living Waters Cherokee, North Carolina 
 

Linked with 
Sister Parish Iglesia Santo Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala 
 

in covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
314 Rose Avenue Bloomington, Indiana 47401  
www.lcmiu.org  Email: lutheran@indiana.edu  Phone: (812) 333-2474 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
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