
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday of the Passion 
Palm Sunday  
April 5, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SERVICE AT 11:00 a.m. 
 

+ Processions are reminders that we are a pilgrim people—we have been 
liberated by God's mighty intervention. Just as the people in Jerusalem grabbed 
whatever was close at hand to welcome him, so you too can find something in 
your home to substitute for a palm branch if you don’t have one. And while we 
cannot process into the sanctuary as a community, feel free during the 
processional hymn to process around whatever space you find yourself in 
today! 

 

+ During Lent we've been more intentional about creating silence in our worship 
services. This practice helps us to make space for reflection and for hearing 
God's voice. The organ has also been silent during these weeks except to lead 
the congregation in song. My hope is that the organ piece that follows the 
Passion reading—not quite silence but still without words—will lead your heart 
deeper into the narrative, painting the dramatic arc of betrayal, anguish, and 
desolation in a way that words alone are unable to express. -Mike 

 
Bold type = congregational response   * = standing 

 
– LITURGY OF PROCESSION – 

 

*GATHERING 
 A: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 C: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL             Matthew 21:1-11 
 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the  

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 
her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4 This 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5 "Tell 
the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 6 The disciples went and did 
as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 10 When he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 11The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 



*BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
 A:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you. 
 

- All raise palm branches high - 
 
 

 A: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our  
Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was 
proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches 
along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them.  

 

  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to  
his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   

C: Amen. 
 A: Let us go forth in peace, 
 C: in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   "All Glory, Laud, and Honor"    
 

 
 
 



 
 

 A: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 C: Hosanna in the highest. 

 
– LITURGY OF THE WORD – 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 A: As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord  Jesus  

Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, 
death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

 

  O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you  
offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, 
and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

   C: Amen. 
 



FIRST LESSON                                                                             Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to  

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning the Lord GOD wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to 
those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be put to shame; 8the one who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them 
confront me. 9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 

 A: Word of God, word of life.   
 C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 31:9-16 (spoken responsively, assisting minister/congregation) 
 

 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;  
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my  
  acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;  
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;  
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.  
  I have said, "You are my God. 
 15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
  and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love." 

 
 SECOND LESSON                                                                       Philippians 2:5-11 
 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, although being in  

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7but relinquished it all, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 



earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 A: Word of God, word of life.    
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 



 
 
 THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW   

Matt 26:14—27:66 
 
 ORGAN MEDITATION     Prélude         Maurice Duruflé 
  
 SERMON                                 Pr. Darby Lawrence 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY       O Sacred Head, Now Wounded    ELW #351 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
– RESPONSES TO THE WORD – 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 A: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who  
  calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 C: Amen. 
 A: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 

 A: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection 
life. We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O 
God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is 
pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

A: Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, 
and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of 
+ Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

  C: Amen. 



*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING     
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button to  
 provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to our address  
 found on the last page of this bulletin. 
 
  Choir Anthem    Solus ad Victimam     Kenneth Leighton 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray. Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as  

friends. Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have 
given us to share, that all people may know your peace through Jesus 
Christ, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the  

church, the world, and all who are in need.   (A brief silence) 
God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your 
faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we 
sustain the weary with the message of your redemption.  Hear us, O God.   

 C:  Your mercy is great. 
A: God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect  

vulnerable ecosystems, threatened habitats, and endangered species. 
Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to 
restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God.    

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one  

another. Give courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. 
Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and those who face 
execution. Hear us, O God.   

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of mercy, send saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult,  

discrimination, or contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring 
peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out 
for relief. Hear us, O God.   

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this  

Holy Week. In all things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to 
live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others.  Hear us, O 
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God.   
C:  Your mercy is great. 
A: God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With  

all your witnesses in heaven and earth, let us boldly confess the name of 
Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O God.   

C: Your mercy is great.  
 A: Attend to the needs of the whole world with your saving grace, and lead us  
  all into new life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
 C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  
 C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION   
 A: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. 
  Holy God, speaking, spoken and inspiring,  
  + bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and peace. 
 C: Amen.  
 

*SENDING HYMN            My Song Is Love Unknown       ELW #343 
 

 
   

 
 



 
 
*DISMISSAL 
 A: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
For those of you joining us in real time, please follow this link to the St. Thomas 

YouTube channel to partake in virtual communion with Pastor Darby 
immediately after the service. 

 
Presider: Pr. Darby Lawrence 
Assisting Minister: Amy Bartleson Balcam  
Organist: Mike Powell 

 
Maundy Thursday service 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday service 7:00 p.m. 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF EASTER DAY 

Festival Service  
Sunday, April 12, 11:00 a.m. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZYJspofu3RT1YfCuzi0hw


ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
3800 East Third Street             
Bloomington, Indiana 47401      Pr. Darby Lawrence, Interim Pastor  

revdarby@gmail.com   
Phone: (812) 332-5252            Susan Krieg, Administrator 
Office Hours 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                     susank@stlconline.org 
www.stlconline.org          Minnie Miller, Records Manager 

officestaff@stlconline.org  
Amy Bartleson Balcam, Minister of Youth & Christian Nurture     

aab0928@yahoo.com 
Mike Powell, Director of Music and Organist 

Katie Gardiner, Adult Choir Director 
Melissa de Graaf, Children's Choir Director 

 

Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 

Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Iglesia Santo Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala 
 

in covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
314 Rose Avenue    
Bloomington, Indiana 47401  
www.lcmiu.org                   
Email: lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are 
Reconciling in Christ Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and 

celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
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