
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

April 9, 2020 
 
 
FOREWORD: 
This is the first of the Sacred Three Days that lead to Easter. Benedictions on these 
days are not said—indicating that they are to be viewed as one Service extending 
over the period. In this way we are encouraged to enter into the full story of our 
Lord's Passion by being present also at worship on the Friday-called-Good, as well 
as on this evening.  
 

"Maundy," Latin for "commandment" calls attention to Jesus' new command to 
love one another with love of the nature and quality that he showers on us. Jesus 
demonstrated this love by washing the feet of his followers—and by giving his 
body and blood for our eternal benefit. 
 



Bold type = congregational response    
 

—A TIME OF PREPARATION— 
 

 *CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 A: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 
  struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving  God  
  and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. 
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin 
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sins 
against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three 
Days reconciled with God and with one another. 

 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 A: Most merciful God, 
 C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have  

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the  glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

  

 A: God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and  
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith.  

 C: Amen. 
 

*HYMN                   Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed    ELW #463   

 



 



 
 
*GREETING  
 A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
  of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 A: Let us pray. Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a  

new covenant for all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the 
dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of 
our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh 
our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

—THE LITURGY OF THE WORD— 
 

 FIRST LESSON                                                                                Exodus 12:1-14 
 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall  
 mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year  
 for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month  

they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a 
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it.  
 

 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from  
the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that 
same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 



bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the 
fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 0You shall let none of it remain until 
the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  

 
 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet,  and  

your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the 
LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on 
all the dieties of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood 
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt.14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it 
as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as 
a perpetual ordinance. 

 

 A: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 116:1-2, 12-19 (spoken responsively) 
 

1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
 and listened to my supplication, 
2for the LORD has given ear to me 
 whenever I called. 
12How shall I repay the LORD 
 for all the good things God has done for me? 
13I will lift the cup of salvation 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
 in the presence of all God's people. 
15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
 is the death of your servants. 
16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid;  
 you have freed me from my bonds. 
17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call upon the name of the LORD. 
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
 in the presence of all God's people, 
19in the courts of the LORD's house, 
 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 
 



SECOND LESSON                                                                  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus  

on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

 A: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                                                                       John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.  

 

 And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his  
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from 
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7Jesus answered, "You do 
not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8Peter said to 
him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you 
are not in fellowship with me." 9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, "One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you." 11Jesus knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

 

 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the  
table, he said to the disciples, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13You 
call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

 



 31b "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in  
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him now. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer.  You 
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am 
going, you cannot come.'  

 
 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have  

loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 SERMON                    Pr. Darby Lawrence 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY     Where Charity and Love Prevail     ELW #359 
 

 
 

 Permission to stream and reprint this hymn was obtained from One License with license #A-724450. 

 



— RESPONSES TO THE WORD — 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need.   (A brief silence) 
 

God of love, unite your church in its commitment to humble service. Make 
us faithful disciples.  Speak words of truth and grace through us. Encourage 
us in self-giving acts of kindness. Let us love one another as you have 
loved us. Hear us, O God.   

C:  Your mercy is great. 
A: God of love, tend to flocks, fields, and vineyards. Bring favorable weather  

for crops to grow. Guide the hands of those who cultivate, farm, and 
garden. Let the earth flourish so that all may eat and be satisfied. Hear us, 
O God.    

C:  Your mercy is great. 
A: God of love, you give us a new commandment, to have love for one 

another. We give thanks for organizations that respond to disasters and for 
agencies that offer relief and humanitarian aid to populations in need. Hear 
us, O God.   

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of love, give ear to all who call upon you for any need of body or  

spirit. Provide for those who do not have enough to eat, those who are 
unemployed or underemployed, and those who rely on the generosity of 
others. Hear us, O God.   

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of love, you invite us to your table of mercy. Heal all divisions  

between members of this assembly. Extend the hospitality of this table 
beyond these walls, that your love and welcome be made known to all. 
Hear us, O God.   

C:  Your mercy is great. 
A: God of love, glorify your servants who walked by faith in this life and who  

now feast with you. Inspire us by the sacrifice of those who were 
imprisoned, persecuted, or martyred for their faith. Hear us, O God.   

C:  Your mercy is great.  
    A: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as  
  we commend them to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER  
 C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily  
  bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save  
  us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the  
  power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

Choir Anthem    Ave verum corpus natum     Edward Elgar  
 
English translation: 

Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary, having truly suffered, sacrificed 
on the cross for mankind, from whose pierced side water and blood flowed: 
Be for us a foretaste [of the heavenly banquet] in the trial of death! 
 
O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus, O Jesus, son of Mary. 

 
— SERVICE OF PREPARATION FOR GOOD FRIDAY — 

 

The altar is stripped bare as Psalm 22 is intoned by a single voice. 
 

 
 
 

The service resumes tomorrow, Good Friday, 
with the Service of Tenebrae at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
For those of you joining us in real time, please follow this link to the St. Thomas 

YouTube channel to partake in virtual communion with Pastor Darby 
immediately after the service. 

 
 
Ministers serving today:    
Presiding:  Pr. Darby Lawrence  
Assisting Minister: Amy Bartleson Balcam 
Organist: Mike Powell 
       
 
 

The Celebration of Easter Day 
Festival Service  

Sunday, April 12, 11:00 a.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZYJspofu3RT1YfCuzi0hw
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St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are  

Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 
 

 
 

 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and 

celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
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