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THE SERVICE at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 Bold type = congregational response  
 

— A TIME OF PREPARATION — 
 

 PRELUDE      Beside the Still Waters        Dan Locklair 
  

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  A: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.  

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your 
image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised 
pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When 
we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still 
waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus' wounded side, and on this 
day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our Lord, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

 C: Amen. 
 

*ENTRANCE HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!  ELW #369 
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– LITURGY OF THE WORD  – 
 

*GREETING 
 A: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 
 



 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 A: Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us  

to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may 
walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C: Amen. 
 
 FIRST LESSON                 Acts 2: 42-47 
 The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and common life, to  

the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43Awe came upon everyone, because 
many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions 
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 
their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those 
who were being saved. 

 

 L: Word of God. Word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. 
He shall feed me in a green pasture and lead me forth beside the waters of 
comfort. 
He shall convert my soul, and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me, thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me, against them that trouble me, 
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.  
But thy lovingkindness and mercy shall follow me, all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 



 SECOND LESSON                                                     1 Peter 2:19-25                                                        
 It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 

unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 
that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's 
approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 

 22"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23When abused,  
Christ did not return abuse; when suffering, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. 24Christ himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you 
have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 

 L: Word of God. Word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                                                      John 10:1-10, NRSV, emended 
 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Jesus said: "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by  
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. For this one the gatekeeper 
opens the gate, and the sheep recognize the shepherd's voice. The shepherd 
uses the names of the sheep to call them, and then leads them out. When all 
that belong to the shepherd have been brought out, the shepherd goes ahead of 
them; the sheep follow because they know the shepherd's voice. They will not 
follow a stranger, but will run away because they do not know the voice of 
strangers." 
 

Jesus used this figure of speech with the people; but they did not understand  
what he was saying to them. So again, Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, I 
am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; so 
the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly." 

  

 P: The Gospel of our Lord! 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 SERMON                                             Pr. Darby Lawrence 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us    ELW #789 
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— RESPONSES TO THE WORD — 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C:  And also with you. 
 

 OFFERING     
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button to  
 provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to our address  
 found on the last page of this bulletin. 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray. Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration,  

but you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us 
again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 

 C: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people 

of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need.  

http://www.stlconline.org/


A brief silence 
Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church. 
Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at 
colleges, seminaries, and learning sites. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
 A: Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm  

equipment, for those that plant and harvest crops, for local farmers' markets, 
and for those involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen their hands as 
they feed the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C:  hear our prayer. 
A: Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your  

paths of righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that 
all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
A: Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through 

dark valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer.  
 A: Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food  

pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations. May none of our 
neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
 A: Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them  

by name and guided them to your side in death. We thank you frothier lives 
of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 

    C:  hear our prayer. 
    A: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we  

pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
 C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

  
*BENEDICTION   
 A: May the one who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new  

life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, 
Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 



*SENDING HYMN  Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing    ELW #544 
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*DISMISSAL 
 A: Christ is risen, just as he said. 
  Go in peace.  Share the good news. Alleluia! 
 C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 POSTLUDE       Toccata        Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

+++ 
 

We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness 
to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation. 

 
 
 
 



For those of you joining us in real time, please follow this link  
to the St. Thomas YouTube channel to partake in virtual communion  

with Pastor Darby immediately after the service. 
 
MEMBERS ASSISTING TODAY: Dean Arnold; Marta Deibert Leach & family; Gene & 
Gayl Laughman, Justin Rust & Melissa de Graaf and family; Joan Smoke; Kris 
Stewart; Gretchen Moehlmann & family; Katie Gardiner, Choir Director, and Mike 
Powell, Organist. 
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