
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SERVICE at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 Bold type = congregational response  
 

– A TIME OF PREPARATION – 
 

 PRELUDE                 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us   Anna Laura Page 
Debbie Witt, piano 

 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,  
  whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  
 C: Amen. 
 P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sins. 
 

 P: Reconciling God, 
 C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your  

presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own 
efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your 
good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not 
welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and 
deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your 
Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace  
through † Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not 
disappoint, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.  

 C: Amen. 
 
*GREETING 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  
  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children  
with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 



 FIRST LESSON                                                      Isaiah 44:6-8 
Thus says the LORD, the Sovereign of Israel, and Israel's Redeemer, the LORD 
of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is 
like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who 
has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to 
be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
You are my witnesses! Is there besides me any other deity? There is no other 
rock; I know not one. 

 

 L: Word of God. Word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 86:11-17  

 
 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 
  and glorify your name for- | evermore. 
 13For great is your | love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God,  
 and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 
  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant,  
  and save the child | of your handmaid. 
 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me  
 may see it and be | put to shame; 
  because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON                   Romans 8:12-25 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  
 
15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer 
with Christ so that we may also be glorified with Christ.  
 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know 
that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  
 
24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 

 

 L: Word of God. Word of life.    
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 



*HOLY GOSPEL                                       Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 NRSV, emended 
 
 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared as well. 27 The slaves of the householder came to him and 
said, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?' 28He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said, 
'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 29The householder replied, 'No; 
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let 
both of them grow together until the harvest. At harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the  weeds first and  bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.' " 

 
 36Jesus then left the crowds and went into the house, and his disciples  

approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 
37He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just 
as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of 
the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers. 42The angels will throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone 
with ears hear!" 

 

 P: The Gospel of Our Lord!  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 SERMON                                         Pr. Darby Lawrence   
            
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF THE DAY     O Holy Spirit, Enter In      ELW #786 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



— RESPONSES TO THE WORD — 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
 A: Let us confess our faith. 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
 OFFERING  
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button to  
 provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to our address  
 found on the last page of this bulletin. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your  

faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that 
we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ our strength and our song. 

 C: Amen. 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/


PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Confident in your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the  

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
into your field. Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent 
and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful 
to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy,  

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains,  

awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all 
your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth.  

Mend the fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and 
warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in 
your mercy,  

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: God of hope, accompany those who suffer and are near to the  

brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and 
abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way,  
especially, Bruce, Ted, Carole, Tim, Carl, Michael, Roger, Paula, Erica, Bev, Liz, 
Audrey, JoAnne, Deborah, and Casey-Marie.  Lord, in your mercy,   

 C:  hear our prayer. 
 
 A: God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal,  

and new opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We 
pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless  

kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and 
places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the day of salvation.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

 A: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer  
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  C:  Amen. 



*LORD’S PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray as our Lord has taught us. 
 

   C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily  
  bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save  
  us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the  
  power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,  
  nor things present, nor things to come,  

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation,  
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

God the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless 
you and keep you in eternal love.  

 C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*SENDING HYMN          Great Is Thy Faithfulness    ELW #733 
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*DISMISSAL 
 A: Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  
 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
*POSTLUDE          March       Flor Peeters 
 

*** 
We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness 

to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 
MINISTERS SERVING TODAY: Ronna Papesh; Meredith Powell; Noah Smith; Arno 
Risner; Molly Wyatt; Jacob Powell 
 
 

For those of you joining us in real time, please follow this link  
to the St. Thomas YouTube channel to partake in virtual communion  

with Pastor Darby immediately after the service. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZYJspofu3RT1YfCuzi0hw


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
3800 East Third Street             
Bloomington, Indiana 47401      Pr. Darby Lawrence, Interim Pastor  

revdarby@gmail.com   
Phone: (812) 332-5252              Susan Krieg, Administrator 
Office Hours 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.                         susank@stlconline.org 
www.stlconline.org          Minnie Miller, Records Manager 

officestaff@stlconline.org 
               Mike Powell, Director of Music and Organist 

Katie Gardiner, Adult Choir Director 
Melissa de Graaf, Children's Choir Director 

 

in covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
314 Rose Avenue Bloomington, Indiana 47401  
Pr. Amanda Ghaffarian 
www.lcmiu.org  Email: lutheran@indiana.edu  Phone: (812) 333-2474 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and 

celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
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